
Baptism:	Going	Public	With	Your	Faith	–	Act	2:41	
FBC	Nacogdoches	–	Sunday,	October	6,	2019	–	A.M.	Message	

Description	
—	Our	lives	are	filled	with	symbols	we	hold	dear.	We	have	wedding	rings,	college	diplomas,	gold	cards,	bumper	
stickers,	ribbons,	and	trophies.	But	there	is	one	symbol	that	God	holds	dear.	And	this	symbol	proves	to	be	more	than	a	
symbol.	It	is	a	foundation,	a	touchstone,	and	a	declaration.	In	this	message	we	will	learn	the	mystery	and	the	value	of	
baptism.	

	
Introduction	

—	Logos	&	Advertising	Graphics…	
1.		Nike	
2.		Apple	
3.		Olympics	
4.		Starbucks	
5.		We	Love	our	Church	

—	So	what	is	the	symbol	for	Christians?	
—	Some	might	suggest	that	it	is	the	cross	or	the	empty	tomb.	

—	While	those	are	powerful	pictures…	
—	Nowhere	in	the	New	Testament	are	we	commanded	to	continue	to	wear,	build,	display	those	
symbols.	

—	Although	I	certainly	believe	it	is	a	good	idea	to	do	so.	
—	Baptism	

—	Acts	2:41	|	So	those	who	accepted	his	message	were	baptized,	and	that	day	about	three	thousand	
people	were	added	to	them.	(CSB)		
—	Baptism	was	the	outward	symbol	of	the	inward	reality	that	a	person	had	accepted	Christ,	had	sins	
forgiven,	adopted	into	the	Father’s	family…	

—	Tell	the	story	of	start	of	the	church…	
—	Peter	preached.	
—	Many	felt	the	conviction	of	God	in	their	lives	and	asked	what	to	do.	

—	Acts	2:37	|	When	they	heard	this,	they	were	pierced	to	the	heart	and	said	to	Peter	and	the	
rest	of	the	apostles:	“Brothers,	what	should	we	do?”	(CSB)		

—	Peter	told	them	to	turn	to	Christ	for	forgiveness	and	be	baptized	for	a	celebration.	
—	Acts	2:38	|	Peter	replied,	“Repent	and	be	baptized,	each	of	you,	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ	
for	the	forgiveness	of	your	sins,	and	you	will	receive	the	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	(CSB)		

—	According	to	the	whole	counsel	of	the	New	Testament,	“Repent”	is	used	here	to	
refer	to	our	total	response	to	the	Lord’s	call	to	salvation.	

—	3,000	people	responded.	
—	3,000	people	turned	to	Christ.	
—	3,000	people	were	baptized.	

—	From	that	point	to	today,	God	has	given	us	baptism	as	the	sign	and	symbol	for	all	who	have	been	adopted	
into	the	family	of	God.	

—	In	fact,	we	see	baptism	mentioned	21	times	in	the	next	20	chapters	of	the	book	of	Acts.	
—	So,	what	is	this	unusual	ceremony?	

—	What	does	it	mean?	
—	What	does	it	say?	
—	Is	it	really	important?	

—	Four	facts	about	baptism…	
What	is	Baptism?	
I.		Baptism	is	the	identifying	mark	of	a	believer.	

—	Notice	in	Acts	2,	that	3,000	people	came	to	into	a	right	relationship	with	God,	and	all	3,000	were	baptized.	



—	From	this	point	forward,	there	are	no	examples	in	the	Bible	of	anyone	adopted	into	God’s	family	who	hasn’t	also	
been	baptized.	
—	Now	baptism	does	not	bring	salvation,	forgiveness,	a	right	relationship	with	God,	but	it	signifies	it.	

—	Wedding	Ring	Illustration	
—	This	ring	didn’t	make	me	married.	
—	If	I	lost	it,	I	wouldn’t	be	unmarried.	
—	If	someone	else	picked	it	up	and	put	it	on,	they	wouldn’t	get	my	wife.	
—	But	this	ring	identifies	me	as	someone	who	is	married.	

—	It	does	more	than	that…	
—	But	for	now,	that	is	the	point	of	emphasis.	

—	Baptism	is	the	identifying	mark	of	a	believer.	
—	Does	that	mean	that	you	can	tell	who	is	a	Christian	simply	by	looking	to	see	if	they	have	been	scripturally	
baptized?	

—	Generally,	yes.	
—	False	positives	are	probably	pretty	high	but	false	negatives	are	extremely	low.	

—	There	would	be	some	odd	exceptions,	just	like	there	are	for	the	test	of	looking	for	a	ring	on	
the	third	finger	of	the	left	hand.	
—	But	this	is	much	more	important	than	a	ring…	

—	A	ring	is	a	cultural	symbol.	
—	Baptism	is	instituted	by	the	Lord.	

II.		Baptism	is	a	celebration	of	salvation.	
—	When	something	great	happens,	we	celebrate.	

—	Birthday	parties	
—	Wedding	anniversaries	
—	Victory	parties	
—	Graduation	parties	
—	Wedding	receptions	

—	The	greatest	thing	that	can	ever	happen	to	a	person	is	salvation.	
—	The	celebration	of	salvation	is	baptism!	

—	That	is	the	celebration	the	Lord	has	given	us	for	our	being	adopted	into	his	family.	
—	Sometimes	people	will	ask	me	if	they	have	to	be	baptized.	

—	They	will	say,	“It’s	just	not	my	personality.”	
—	I	ask	them,	“Have	you	ever	celebrated	anything?”	

—	Birthday,	New	Job,	Wedding…	
—	CELEBRATION	IS	NOT	AN	ISSUE	OF	PERSONALITY.	

—	Let’s	be	honest	about	this.	
—	“If	you	aren’t	going	to	celebrate	your	salvation	through	baptism,	then	you	shouldn’t	
celebrate	anything	in	life	because	nothing	compares	to	eternal	salvation.”	

—	Let	me	walk	you	through	how	this	celebration	works…	
—	Baptism	tells	the	story	of	how	a	person	is	saved.	

—	When	you	walk	into	the	water,	we	see	a	picture	of	a	person	in	need	of	a	cleansing.	
—	We	are	all	guilty	of	sin.	

—	When	you	confess	by	saying,	“Jesus	is	Lord,”	you	announce	the	faith	that	is	in	your	heart.	
—	Romans	10:9	|	If	you	confess	with	your	mouth,	“Jesus	is	Lord,”	and	believe	in	your	heart	
that	God	raised	him	from	the	dead,	you	will	be	saved.	(CSB)		

—	When	the	pastor	leans	you	back,	we	see	a	picture	of	someone	needing	someone	else	to	wash	them.	
—	We	cannot	save	ourselves.	

—	When	you	go	back	into	the	water,	we	see	a	picture	of	death	and	burial.	
—	I	am	going	to	preach	a	message	next	week	about	what	it	means	to	identify	with	the	death	
of	Christ.	

—	We	were	crucified	with	Christ.	
—	You	are	surrendering	and	trusting.	

—	When	you	come	out	of	the	water,	we	see	a	picture	of	new	life.	



—	You	are	a	new	creation	in	Christ.	
—	When	the	water	falls	away,	we	see	a	picture	of	the	cleansing	from	the	guilt	of	sin.	

—	You	are	forgiven	by	the	work	of	Christ	on	the	cross.	
—	Do	you	see	how	baptism	celebrates	the	most	important	thing	in	life?	

—	Let’s	stop	here	a	moment.	
—	There	are	many	people	here	this	morning	who	have	not	experienced	salvation.	

—	Billy	Graham	suggested	it	might	be	more	than	half.	
—	Perhaps	you	have	tried	hard.	
—	Perhaps	you	have	improved	a	little	for	now.	
—	Perhaps	you	have	prayed	a	few	times.	
—	Perhaps	you	feel	some	love	or	gratitude	for	God.	
—	Perhaps	you	have	been	emotional	about	the	things	of	God.	
—	Perhaps	you	have	fully	believed	in	Jesus	and	the	gospel	message.	
—	But	you	have	never	had	that	once-in-a-lifetime	surrender.	

—	Now	is	the	time!	
—	Salvation	is	not	something…	

—	You	ease	into…	
—	A	process	of	osmosis…	
—	An	inheritance…	

—	Have	you	been	born	again?	
—	[Gospel	prayer]	

III.		Baptism	is	a	proclamation	of	faith.	
—	Why	do	people	wear	clothes	with	the	name	or	logo	of	their	favorite	college	or	professional	sports	team?	

—	Or…	
—	Yard	signs…	
—	Bumper	stickers…	

	—	You	wear	it	to	proclaim	your	love	for	your	team!	
—	It	is	a	proclamation.	

—	Baptism	is	not	just	a	celebration;	it	is	a	proclamation.	
—	When	we	are	baptized,	we	are	proclaiming	to	the	world…	

—	This	is	a	biblical	thing.	
—	Notice	how	Paul	connects	our	salvation	with	our	proclamation…	

—	Romans	10:9	|	If	you	confess	with	your	mouth,	“Jesus	is	Lord,”	and	believe	in	your	heart	that	God	
raised	him	from	the	dead,	you	will	be	saved.	(CSB)		

—	Jesus	was	even	more	explicit…	
—	Matthew	10:32–33	|	Therefore,	everyone	who	will	acknowledge	me	before	others,	I	will	also	
acknowledge	him	before	my	Father	in	heaven.	But	whoever	denies	me	before	others,	I	will	also	deny	him	
before	my	Father	in	heaven.	(CSB)		

—	What	is	Jesus	saying?	
—	If	you	have	really	become	a	child	of	God,	you	will	go	public	with	your	faith,	and	I	will	go	public	too.	
—	If	you	aren’t	willing	to	go	public	with	your	faith,	then	that	is	a	good	sign	that	you	are	not	a	child	of	
God.	

IV.		Baptism	is	a	first	step	of	obedience.	
—	When	people	ask	why	they	should	be	baptized,	there	are	many	answers	I	could	give	(celebration,	identification,	
proclamation…)	
—	But	let	me	give	you	the	primary	reason…	

—	It	is	a	command	from	our	Lord.	
—	Acts	2:38	|	Peter	replied,	“Repent	and	be	baptized,	each	of	you,	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ	for	the	
forgiveness	of	your	sins,	and	you	will	receive	the	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	(CSB)		

—	And	those	who	love	God,	seek	to	follow	his	commandments.	
—	1	John	5:3	|	For	this	is	what	love	for	God	is:	to	keep	his	commands.	And	his	commands	are	not	a	
burden,	(CSB)		

—	When	I	lead	someone	to	the	Lord,	the	first	thing	I	do	is	talk	with	them	about	baptism.	



—	Baptism	doesn’t	save,	but	it	almost	becomes	a	litmus	test.	
—	If	someone	will	say	in	one	breath,	“I	surrender;	I	trust;	I	will	follow	you.”	

—	And	then	in	the	next	breath,	“I	won’t	be	obedient	to	your	simple	command	about	baptism…”	
—	I	have	serious	questions	about	the	genuineness	of	their	faith.	

—	This	brings	up	another	very	important	subject:	order.	
—	If	baptism	is	the	FIRST	step	of	obedience,	then	what	does	that	tell	us?	

—	There	is	a	certain	order	here.	
—	First,	we	are	saved.	
—	Next,	we	are	baptized.	

—	Many	have	this	out	of	order.	
—	You	were	baptized	as	a	child.	
—	Later	in	life	you	were	saved.	

—	In	that	case,	you	haven’t	been	scripturally	baptized.	
—	You	haven’t	allowed	baptism	to	be	your	FIRST	step	of	obedience.	
—	You	haven’t	allowed	baptism	to	be	a	true	celebration	of	something	that	has	happened.	

—	You	need	to	be	obedient	and	be	baptized.	
—	Pastor,	is	this	really	a	big	deal?	

—	It	is!	
—	If	you	are	saved	and	unbaptized	or	if	your	baptism	occurred	prior	to	your	salvation,	then	you	have	skipped	
an	important	step	of	obedience,	proclamation,	celebration…	

—	Like	a	person	trying	to	clap	to	the	beat	but	out	of	phase	with	the	music…	
—	There	is	this	disobedience	hanging	over	you	that	keeps	you	from	being	fully	in	sync	with	what	the	
Lord	desires	to	do	in	and	through	you.	

—	I’m	not	saying	God	is	mad	or	you	are	about	to	lose	your	salvation.	
—	I’m	just	saying…	

—	This	is	important	to	God.	
—	This	is	an	important	step	of	obedience.	
—	As	long	as	you	live	in	disobedience,	there	is	going	to	be	a	cloud.	

—	I	have	baptized	hundreds	of	people.	
—	I	can	tell	you	that	many	of	those	have	been	people	who	were	baptized	after	years	of	
disobedience	in	the	matter.	
—	I	have	witnessed	a	new	joy	and	a	new	freedom	in	many	of	these	people!	

—	I	invite	you	to	full	obedience	in	the	area	of	baptism!	
—	For	you…	
—	For	a	model	of	obedience	to	your	family	and	to	others…	
—	For	the	glory	of	God…	

V.		Baptism	is	a	touchstone.	
—		

Conclusion	
—	One	last	question…	

—	Why	baptism?	
—	It	is	so	public.	
—	It	is	so	visual.	
—	It	is	so	objective.	
—	It	is	so	black	or	white.	

—	Either	you	have,	or	you	have	not.	
—	Because	there	is	this	tendency	for	our	faith	to	become…	

—	A	private,	mysterious,	fuzzy	matter	of	the	heart…	
—	When	you	ask	people	if	they	have	a	relationship	with	God,	people	will	often	say	yes.	

—	But	when	you	ask	them	about	it,	they	get	vague.	
—	Feelings	
—	Uncertain	beginnings	
—	Uncertain	effects	



—	That	kind	of	“religion”	or	“spirituality”	is	an	enemy	to	true	Christianity.	
—	True	Christianity	is…	

—	Public	
—	Sharp	beginning	
—	Clear	proclamation	

—	Baptism	brings	some	public	objective	clarity	to	this	equation.	
—	Today,	I’m	going	to	do	something	we	don’t	often	do	in	our	services…	

—	I’m	going	to	ask	you	to	make	a	bold	and	public	decision.	
—	Acts	8:35–38	|	Philip	proceeded	to	tell	him	the	good	news	about	Jesus,	beginning	with	that	Scripture.	As	they	were	
traveling	down	the	road,	they	came	to	some	water.	The	eunuch	said,	“Look,	there’s	water.	What	would	keep	me	from	
being	baptized?”	So	he	ordered	the	chariot	to	stop,	and	both	Philip	and	the	eunuch	went	down	into	the	water,	and	he	
baptized	him.	(CSB)		

—	What	hinders	you?	
—	I	am	prideful.	

—	“I	don’t	want	to	admit	I	don’t	have	this	right	in	my	life.”	
—	This	is	not	the	place	for	pride.	

—	This	is	the	place	for	humble	obedience.	
—	The	people	in	this	place	will	celebrate	your	obedience!	

—	I	am	procrastinating.	
—	“I	plan	to,	but	not	now.”	

—	You	are	lying	to	yourself.	
—	If	you	plan	to,	then	you	will	commit	to	it	now.	

—	Every	day	you	procrastinate	is…	
—	One	more	day	you	live	in	disobedience.	
—	One	more	day	your	family	fails	to	benefit	from	your	obedience.	

—	I	am	unprepared.	
—	Today	is	the	day	of	salvation.	
—	All	the	preparation	has	been	done	by	Jesus!	
—	Don’t	listen	to	the	voice	that	says,	“You	need	to	straighten	out	some	things	and	then…”	
—	Listen	to	the	word	of	the	Lord,	“Come,	just	as	you	are…”	

	
	
Discussion	Guide	
	
Connect	

• What	have	been	some	of	the	most	significant	ceremonies	you	have	ever	been	a	part	of?	
	
Discover	

• Which	statement	or	experience	stood	out	to	you	from	the	worship	service?	
• Read	Acts	8:36-38,	Acts	9:18,	Acts	16:33.	

o What	are	some	things	each	of	these	baptisms	had	in	common?	
o These	baptisms	(and	all	New	Testament	baptisms)	seemed	to	have	a	great	deal	of	urgency.	Why	do	you	think	

many	people	who	profess	Christ	delay	baptism	or	fail	to	be	baptized	altogether?	
o What	would	you	say	to	someone	who	hesitates	to	be	baptized?	How	would	you	persuade	him	or	her?	

• Read	Matthew	3:11-17.	
o Why	do	you	think	John	was	reluctant	to	baptize	Jesus?	
o Why	was	Jesus	baptized?	What	does	his	example	say	to	people	today?	
o After	reading	this	passage	especially	what	happened	right	after	Jesus’	baptism,	how	important	do	you	think	

baptism	is	to	the	Father?	
• Read	Matthew	3:16,	Acts	8:38-39,	Romans	6:3,	Psalm	51:7.	

o Describe	what	actually	happened,	physically,	during	these	two	baptisms.	Were	those	being	baptized	
immersed	into	the	water?	

o What	could	the	going	back	into	the	water	symbolize	(Romans	6:3)?	



o What	could	the	water	in	baptism	symbolize	(Psalm	51:7)	
• Read	Romans	1:16,	Matthew	10:32-33,	Acts	19:8.	

o What	are	some	ways	Christians	are	ashamed	of	being	identified	with	Christ?	
o How	can	Christians	daily	acknowledge	or	confess	Christ	before	others	(Matthew	10:32)?	
o Paul	went	to	the	most	difficult	possible	place	to	speak	about	Christ	and	he	spoke	boldly	(Acts	19:8).	How	can	

you	speak	more	boldly	for	Christ	this	week?	
	
Respond	

• How	would	you	explain	the	importance	of	baptism	to	an	eight-year-old	child?	How	would	you	communicate	the	value	
of	baptism	and	at	the	same	time	that	it	is	not	a	prerequisite	for	salvation?	

• Why	do	you	think	baptism	is	so	important	to	the	Father?	Why	should	baptism	be	a	part	of	membership	in	a	local	
church?	

	
Bonus	for	Thinkers	

• Much	of	the	controversy	about	baptism	amongst	Christians	has	theological	roots	in	its	connection	with	the	Jewish	
practice	of	circumcision.	How	do	you	think	baptism	is	similar	and	different	from	circumcision	in	its	meaning	and	
application?	

	
	
Baptism	
I.		What	is	baptism?	

—	Celebration	
—	2	Corinthians	5:17	ESV	Therefore,	if	anyone	is	in	Christ,	he	is	a	new	creation.	The	old	has	passed	away;	
behold,	the	new	has	come.		

—	Declaration	
—	Matthew	10:32–33	ESV	So	everyone	who	acknowledges	me	before	men,	I	also	will	acknowledge	before	my	
Father	who	is	in	heaven,	but	whoever	denies	me	before	men,	I	also	will	deny	before	my	Father	who	is	in	heaven.		
—	Romans	10:9	ESV	because,	if	you	confess	with	your	mouth	that	Jesus	is	Lord	and	believe	in	your	heart	that	
God	raised	him	from	the	dead,	you	will	be	saved.		

—	Proclamation	
—	Titus	3:5	ESV	he	saved	us,	not	because	of	works	done	by	us	in	righteousness,	but	according	to	his	own	mercy,	
by	the	washing	of	regeneration	and	renewal	of	the	Holy	Spirit,		
—	Colossians	2:12	ESV	having	been	buried	with	him	in	baptism,	in	which	you	were	also	raised	with	him	
through	faith	in	the	powerful	working	of	God,	who	raised	him	from	the	dead.		

II.		Why	be	baptized?	
—	Command	

—	Acts	2:38	
—	First	step…	

III.		What	hinders	you?	
—	Acts	8:36-37	
—	Obstacles	

—	Ignorance	
—	Pride	
—	Indifference	
—	Defiance	
—	Unregeneration	

Conclusion	
—	Salvation	
—	Decision	

	
	
Acts	2:38	



• Baptism,	however,	was	to	be	the	ever-present	act	of	obedience,	so	that	it	became	synonymous	with	salvation.i	
• The	willingness	to	submit	to	baptism	is	an	outward	expression	of	inward	faith	in	Christ	(cf.	1	Pet.	3:21).ii	
• There	are	several	views:	(1)	One	is	that	both	repentance	and	baptism	result	in	remission	of	sins.	In	this	view,	baptism	

is	essential	for	salvation.	The	problem	with	this	interpretation	is	that	elsewhere	in	Scripture	forgiveness	of	sins	is	
based	on	faith	alone	(John	3:16,	36;	Rom.	4:1–17;	11:6;	Gal.	3:8–9;	Eph.	2:8–9;	etc.).	Furthermore	Peter,	the	same	
speaker,	later	promised	forgiveness	of	sins	on	the	basis	of	faith	alone	(Acts	5:31;	10:43;	13:38;	26:18).iii	

• A	third	view	takes	the	clause	and	be	baptized,	every	one	of	you,	in	the	name	of	Jesus	Christ	as	parenthetical.	
Several	factors	support	this	interpretation:	(a)	The	verb	makes	a	distinction	between	singular	and	plural	verbs	and	
nouns.	The	verb	“repent”	is	plural	and	so	is	the	pronoun	“your”	in	the	clause	so	that	your	sins	may	be	forgiven	(lit.,	
“unto	the	remission	of	your	sins,”	eis	aphesin	tōn	hamartiōn	hymōn).	Therefore	the	verb	“repent”	must	go	with	the	
purpose	of	forgiveness	of	sins.	On	the	other	hand	the	imperative	“be	baptized”	is	singular,	setting	it	off	from	the	rest	of	
the	sentence.	(b)	This	concept	fits	with	Peter’s	proclamation	in	Acts	10:43	in	which	the	same	expression	“sins	may	be	
forgiven”	(aphesin	hamartiōn)	occurs.	There	it	is	granted	on	the	basis	of	faith	alone.	(c)	In	Luke	24:47	and	Acts	5:31	
the	same	writer,	Luke,	indicates	that	repentance	results	in	remission	of	sins.iv	

• “The	Greek	word	for	‘baptized’	is	a	third	person	imperative;	the	word	for	‘repent,’	a	second	person	imperative.	This	
change	from	the	more	direct	second	person	command	to	the	less	direct	third	person	of	‘baptized’	implies	that	Peter’s	
basic	primary	demand	is	for	repentance.”v	

• Baptism	was	commanded	by	Jesus	(cf.	Matt.	28:19).	The	modern	question	of	the	necessity	of	baptism	for	salvation	is	
not	addressed	in	the	New	Testament;	all	believers	are	expected	to	be	baptized.vi	

	
Acts	2:41	

• Peter’s	use	of	a	specific	number	suggests	records	were	kept	of	conversions	and	baptisms	(see	note	on	v.	38).vii	
• The	NT	knows	nothing	of	unbaptized	believers.	It	seems	to	me	that	this	was	a	clear	break	with	Judaism	and	start	a	

new	people	of	God.viii	
	
Acts	8:36-39	

• Why	shouldn’t	I	be	baptized?	indicates	that	water	baptism	was	the	seal	of	a	personal	decision	to	trust	in	Christ	(cf.	
Matt.	28:19).ix	

• “went	on	his	way	rejoicing”	The	Good	News	is	always	accompanied	by	rejoicing	(cf.	8:8).	Ireaneus	records	the	
tradition	that	this	eunuch	became	a	gospel	missionary	to	his	own	people.x	

• He	did	not	think	it	sufficient	to	believe	inwardly,	before	God,	but	had	to	testify	publicly	that	he	was	a	Christian.	He	
might	have	thought	of	many	things	to	keep	him	from	being	baptized,	in	case	he	laid	himself	open	to	the	hatred	of	his	
queen	and	country;	but	he	denied	that	any	of	these	things	would	stop	him	from	wanting	to	be	numbered	with	Christ’s	
disciples.xi	

• The	result	of	Philip’s	Samaritan	ministry	was	“great	joy”	(v.	8),	and	here	the	Ethiopian	“went	on	his	way	rejoicing”	(v.	
39).	The	touch	of	God	produces	genuine	joy!	Philip	disappeared,	but	he	was	not	missed,	for	the	black	man	now	had	
Christ!	Irenaeus	says	this	man	became	the	first	missionary	to	the	Ethiopians,	and	it	may	well	be	true.	He	certainly	
would	not	have	been	able	to	keep	his	merriment	to	himself!xii	

	
	
Notes	

• But	there	doesn’t	seem	to	be	much	concern	about	baptism.	Largely	it	stems	from	the	fact	that	there	seems	to	be	such	a	
wide	diversity	of	opinion	about	what	it	means	and	how	important	it	is	that	everybody	has	sort	of	relegated	it	to	an	
archaic	antiquated	sort	of	ecclesiastical	discussion	level	and	there’s	little	concern	for	its	spiritual	importance.xiii	

• I	would	say	that	it	is	probably	true	that	the	greatest	number,	the	majority	of	people	who	call	themselves	Christians	
have	never	been	baptized	according	to	New	Testament	baptism.	Probably	the	majority	of	people	who	claim	to	be	
Christians	have	not	been	baptized	according	to	New	Testament	baptism.xiv	

• I	believe	that	this	failure	to	take	baptism	seriously	in	the	church,	a	failure	to	follow	baptism	biblically	in	the	church	is	
very	likely	at	the	root	of	some	of	the	immense	problems	in	the	church	because	it	betrays	people’s	unfaithfulness	to	the	
simple	direct	commands	of	the	Lord.	And	the	bottom	line	question	is	if	you	cannot	be	obedient	in	the	matter	of	the	
simple	act	of	baptism	which	the	Lord	has	specifically	commanded	every	believer	to	do,	is	that	not	indicative	of	a	less	
than	obedient	life?	Which	explains	a	lot	of	things	about	the	weakness	of	the	church	in	our	day.xv	



• And	when	all	3,000	who	believed	on	the	day	of	Pentecost	were	immediately	baptized,	they	set	the	example	for	the	
church.xvi	

• There	are	only	five	general	reasons	why	a	person	who	professes	Christ	would	not	be	baptized.xvii	Reason	number	one,	
the	person	is	ignorant,	does	not	have	the	benefit	of	proper	teaching,	has	been	ill	taught	about	baptism	or	not	taught	at	
all.xviii	A	second	reason	is	that	some	people	are	proud.	A	third	reason	why	some	people	would	not	be	baptized	is	
because	of	indifference.xix	They	understand	it.	They’re	not	against	it.	They	may	believe	in	it.	It’s	just	not	important,	it’s	
not	a	priority.	They	never	get	around	to	it.xx	Ignorant,	proud,	indifferent,	there’s	a	fourth	reason	why	some	people	
don’t	want	to	be	baptized,	let’s	just	say	they’re	defiant.xxi	Or	there’s	one	other	possibility,	they’re	unregenerate.xxii	

• The	two	verbs	that	are	used	in	the	New	Testament	are	bapto	and	baptizo.	Bapto	is	only	used	four	times,	it	always	
means	to	dip,	to	dip	into,	to	dip	into	to	dye,	d-y-e.	And	so	in	all	those	cases	it	means	to	submerged	or	immerse	…	to	dip	
into.	A	stronger	word	than	bapto,	an	intensive	form	of	bapto	is	baptizo	from	which	we	get	baptize.	Baptizo	is	used	
many	many	times	in	contrast	to	the	four	times	that	bapto	is	used.	The	more	intensive	word	is	used	many	many	many	
times.	It	always	means	“to	dip	completely”	and	is	the	word	“to	drown.”	Totally	submerging,	immersing,	dunking	into	
water.	The	noun	that	is	used	is	baptismos,	baptismos	always	in	the	book	of	Acts	refers	to	a	Christian	being	immersed	
into	water.	So	linguistically	the	terminology	always	refers	to	immersion	or	submerging	in	water.xxiii	

• Further	it	is	interesting	to	understand	that	the	verbs,	bapto	and	baptizo	are	never	used	in	the	passive	sense,	never	
used	in	the	passive	sense.	In	other	words,	water	is	never	said	to	be	baptized	on	someone.	Did	you	get	that?	Always	
someone	is	baptized	into	water,	never	is	water	baptized	on	someone,	such	as	sprinkling,	pouring	or	putting	water	on	
your	finger	and	dabbing	it	on	someone’s	head.	Never	is	water	baptized	on	someone,	always	someone	is	baptized	into	
water.	Baptism	always	means	an	immersing,	submerging,	dunking	into	water.xxiv	

• Baptism	is	a	physical	analogy	of	a	profound	spiritual	reality.	And	any	student	of	Scripture	knows	that	God	likes	to	
teach	with	symbols,	pictures,	illustrations,	parables,	and	analogies.xxv	

• So	in	submitting	to	baptism	Jesus	prefigured	the	purpose	for	which	He	came,	which	was	to	die	for	sin,	bearing	the	sins	
of	the	world.	He	did	die	bearing	sin.	And	then	to	be	buried	under	the	waves	of	divine	judgment.	Then	to	rise	again	in	
new	life.	And	His	baptism,	beloved,	in	Judea,	was	but	a	shadow	of	a	far	more	solemn	baptism	in	Jerusalem	soon	to	come.	
It	was	necessary.	It	was	necessary.	So	even	Christ’s	baptism	was	a	picture	of	death,	burial,	resurrection	of	His	own	death,	
burial,	resurrection.	So	in	that	sense	it	is	the	same	as	our	baptism	which	also	figuratively	pictures	His	death,	burial	and	
resurrection	and	our	union	with	Him	in	that.xxvi	

• The	relationship	of	water	baptism	to	salvation	is	the	relationship	of	obedience	to	salvation.	Having	been	saved	we	enter	
into	obedience.	Baptism	was	the	immediate	and	inseparable	indicator	of	salvation.	Why?	Because	salvation	basically	
produces	obedience.	And	so,	believers	were	obedient	to	be	baptized,	the	day	of	Pentecost,	3,000	believed,	3,000	were	
baptized,	 3,000	 continued	 in	 the	 Apostles’	 doctrine,	 prayer,	 fellowship	 and	 the	 breaking	 of	 bread.	 No	 loss,	 3,000	
believed,	3,000	baptized,	3,000	continued.	Everybody	was	baptized,	everybody	was	baptized	immediately.	That’s	God’s	
standard.	That’s	God’s	command.	The	Apostles	insisted	on	it.xxvii	

• So	very	often	in	the	New	Testament	as	you	read	it	uses	the	word	“baptism”	instead	of	saved	because	the	way	you	knew	
someone	was	 saved	was	because	 they	were	what?	Baptized.	The	ones	who	would	not	 confess	 Jesus	before	men	 in	
baptism	were	the	ones	Jesus	would	not	acknowledge	before	the	Father,	according	to	Matthew	10:32	and	33.	Because	
then	baptism	was	so	inseparable	from	salvation,	people	would	refer	to	salvation	as	baptism	…	one	Lord,	one	faith,	one	
baptism.	What	baptism	does	he	mean?	Salvation,	not	Spirit	baptism	there,	one	Lord,	one	faith,	one	salvation.	But	he	
speaks	of	it	as	baptism	because	it	was	an	inseparable	outward	sign	and	it	was	the	outward	way	you	knew	a	person	was	
saved.	Because	the	price	was	too	high	to	do	it	if	you	weren’t	serious.	If	a	convert	was	not	willing	to	be	baptized,	there	
was	little	confidence	in	his	repentance.	If	he	was	willing	to	be	baptized,	he	paid	a	high	price,	revealed	his	true	heart	of	
repentance.xxviii	

• So	when	Jesus	says,	“Go	out	into	all	the	world,	make	disciples,	baptizing,”	what	does	He	mean?	He	means	bringing	them	
to	salvation	which	is	demonstrated	in	a	willingness	to	be	baptized	and	to	pay	the	price	of	identification	with	Jesus	Christ	
publicly.	That’s	exactly	what	Romans	10	means	when	it	says,	“If	you	confess	with	your	mouth	Jesus	as	Lord	and	believe	
in	your	heart	that	God	had	raised	Him	from	the	dead,	you’ll	be	saved.”	The	believing	is	what	saves,	the	confessing	is	
what	affirms	 the	 reality	of	 that	believing.	And	so,	when	we	 talk	about,	 for	example,	Acts	2:38	 says	 “Repent	and	be	
baptized	for	the	forgiveness	of	sins,”	you	say,	“Well	does	that	mean	your	baptism,	the	water	washes	your	sin?”	No.	When	
he	says	repent	and	be	baptized	for	the	remission	of	sin,	he	means	that	baptism	is	inseparable	from	salvation	and	that’s	
where	it’s	demonstrated	that	your	sins	have	been	remitted	or	forgiven.xxix	

• People	say,	“Do	you	have	to	be	baptized	to	get	into	heaven?”	Do	you	have	to	be	baptized	to	get	into	heaven.	The	thief	on	
the	cross	didn’t.	There	may	become	exigencies	which	preclude	baptism,	but	I’ll	tell	you	this,	if	you	are	reluctant	to	be	



baptized	there	is	question	about	your	willingness	to	be	obedient	and	an	unwilling	heart	in	the	matter	of	obedience	may	
well	reveal	an	unregenerate	person	because	Jesus	said,	“If	you	love	Me	you	will	…	what?…	keep	My	commandments,”	
and	He	said,	“How	can	you	say,	Lord,	Lord,	to	Me	and	not	do	the	things	I	say	and	it	starts	with	this	simple	command	…	
simple	command.”	One	who	refused	baptism	would	be	one	who	wouldn’t	confess	Jesus	publicly,	therefore	one	whom	
Jesus	wouldn’t	confess.	Every	treatment	of	salvation	in	the	Bible	makes	clear	that	it’s	by	grace	through	faith	plus	or	
minus	nothing	…	no	works,	grace	through	faith.	Baptism	is	simply	the	demonstrator	of	real	faith	and	real	transformation	
which	issues	in	obedience	and	the	first	act	of	obedience	was	baptism.xxx	

• And	I	made	a	comment	that	it	is	a	paradox	that	the	world	is	full	of	baptized	non-Christians	and	unbaptized	Christians.	
There	 is	 a	world	 of	 people	who	 have	 been	 baptized	 by	 the	mode	 if	 infant	 Baptism	 by	 sprinkling,	 that	 has	 been	 a	
dominating	form	of	Baptism	in	the	Christian	church	historically.	And	as	I	said,	there	are	a	world	of	people	who	have	
been	baptized	that	way	which	is	not	a	true	baptism,	but	nonetheless	it	is	identified	as	a	Baptism	who	have	nothing	to	
do	with	the	church	and	don’t	know	the	Lord	genuinely.	At	the	same	time,	there	is	a	large	group	of	people	who	do	know	
the	Lord	and	they’re	in	the	church	and	have	not	been	baptized.xxxi	

• Baptism	is	our	way	of	announcing	to	all	the	world	that	we	are	followers	of	Jesus	Christ.	It	is	a	public	declaration	of	our	
private	decision.	It’s	something	about	which	we	cannot	keep	silent,	even	as	Peter	could	not	help	but	speak	of	what	he	
had	seen	and	heard.xxxii	

• “If	you	confess	with	your	lips	that	Jesus	is	Lord	and	believe	in	your	heart	that	God	raised	him	from	the	dead	you	will	be	
saved”	(Romans	10:9).	Of	course	this	doesn’t	mean	that	a	person	who	is	paralyzed	and	can’t	speak	can’t	be	saved.	Such	
a	notion	would	treat	confession	as	a	mechanical	addition	to	faith.xxxiii	

• Sometimes	we	refer	to	baptism	as	a	symbol.	That	may	be	saying	too	little,	unless	we	remember	that	there	are	two	ways	
to	symbolize	something.	If	you	write	the	word	LOVE	on	a	blackboard	for	a	group	of	2nd	graders	and	say	that	is	the	
English	language	symbol	for	a	commitment	of	the	heart	to	someone’s	welfare,	that’s	one	kind	of	symbolism.	But	if	you	
take	your	girlfriend	out	to	a	lagoon	and	sitting	with	her	under	a	tree	you	pull	a	diamond	ring	out	of	your	pocket	and	ask	
her	to	marry	you	and	offer	the	ring	as	a	symbol	of	your	love,	then	you	are	doing	something	very	different—you	are	
expressing	love	through	a	symbolic	action.	The	teacher	who	writes	LOVE	on	the	board	need	not	have	any	love.	But	the	
giving	of	a	diamond	ring	is	love	in	action.xxxiv	

• One	of	the	things	that	makes	our	view	of	baptism	distinct	is	that	we	do	not	think	infants	should	be	baptized.	The	reason	
is	that,	on	the	one	hand,	infants	are	not	capable	of	repentance	or	faith;	and,	on	the	other	hand,	the	notion	that	a	person	
should	inherit	the	blessings	of	a	Christian	or	be	considered	a	Christian	by	virtue	of	his	parents’	faith	is	contrary	to	New	
Testament	teaching.xxxv	

• There	are	at	least	three	kinds	of	evidence	for	believing	that	the	New	Testament	meaning	and	practice	of	baptism	was	
by	 immersion.	1)	The	meaning	of	 the	word	baptizo	 in	Greek	 is	essentially	 “dip”	or	 “immerse,”	not	 sprinkle.	2)	The	
descriptions	of	baptisms	in	the	New	Testament	suggest	that	people	went	down	into	the	water	to	be	immersed	rather	
than	having	water	brought	to	them	in	a	container	to	be	poured	or	sprinkled	(Matthew	3:6,	“in	the	Jordan;”	3:16,	“he	
went	up	out	of	the	water;”	John	3:23,	“much	water	there;”	Acts	8:38,	“went	down	into	the	water”).	3)	Immersion	fits	the	
symbolism	of	being	buried	with	Christ	(Romans	6:1–4;	Colossians	2:12).xxxvi	

• “We	believe	that	baptism	is	an	ordinance	of	the	Lord	…”	What	we	mean	by	this	is	that	the	Lord	Jesus	commanded	it—
he	ordained	it—in	a	way	that	would	make	it	an	ongoing	practice	of	the	church.	We	find	this	most	explicitly	in	Matthew	
28:19–20:	“Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	
of	the	Holy	Spirit,	teaching	them	to	observe	all	that	I	have	commanded	you.”xxxvii	

• An	analogy	would	be	saying,	“With	this	ring	I	thee	wed.”	When	we	say	that	we	don’t	mean	that	the	ring	or	the	putting	of	
the	 ring	 on	 the	 finger	 is	what	makes	 us	married.	No,	 it	 shows	 the	 covenant	 and	 symbolizes	 the	 covenant,	 but	 the	
covenant-making	vows	make	the	marriage.	So	it	is	with	faith	and	baptism.xxxviii	

• “Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	
Spirit.”	This	means	that	not	just	any	immersing	is	baptism.	There	is	a	holy	appeal	to	God	the	Father	and	God	the	Son	and	
God	the	Holy	Spirit	to	be	present	in	this	act	and	make	it	true	and	real	in	what	it	says	about	their	work	in	redemption.	
There	is	no	salvation	without	the	Father,	the	Son,	and	the	Holy	Spirit.	When	we	call	on	their	name,	we	depend	upon	
them	and	honor	them	and	say	that	this	act	is	because	of	them	and	by	them	and	for	them.xxxix	
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