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Review	
—	How	did	the	Bible	get	from	God	to	us?	(Geisler	outline)i	

—	Inspiration	
—	How	did	the	information	get	from	God	to	man?	

—	Canonization	
—	How	was	it	determined	what	was	and	was	not	God’s	message?	

—	Transmission	
—	How	has	the	Bible	gotten	from	the	date	of	writing	until	today?	

—	Translation	
—	How	did	the	Bible	get	into	our	language?	

—	In	this	series	of	classes,	we	are	going	to	break	those	four	steps	down	into	eight…	
A.		Authority	(Inspiration)	
B.		Inerrancy	(Inspiration)	
C.		Historicity	(Inspiration)	
D.		Clarity	(Inspiration)	

—	Today	we	will	look	at	the	wonder	of	the	clarity	(perspicuity)	of	Scripture.	
E.		Sufficiency	(Inspiration)	
F.		Canonization	
G.		Transmission	
H.		Translation	

	
The	Historicity	of	Scripture	

—	The	Role	of	Evidence	
—	Evidence	
—	The	Resurrection	of	Jesus	as	Evidence	

—	Much	of	this	section	comes	from:	
—	Craig,	William	Lane.	The	Son	Rises:	The	Historical	Evidence	for	the	Resurrection	of	Jesus.	Eugene,	OR:	
Wipf	and	Stock	Publishers,	2000.	

—	In	considering	the	historical	evidence	for	the	resurrection	of	Jesus,	it	is	important	to	avoid	giving	the	
impression	that	the	Christian	faith	is	based	on	the	evidence	for	Jesus’	resurrection.	The	Christian	faith	is	based	
on	the	event	of	the	resurrection.	It	is	not	based	on	the	evidence	for	the	resurrection.ii	

—	We	can	know	that	Jesus	rose	from	the	dead	wholly	apart	from	a	consideration	of	the	historical	
evidence.	The	simplest	Christian,	who	has	neither	the	opportunity	nor	wherewithal	to	conduct	a	
historical	investigation	of	Jesus’	resurrection,	can	know	with	assurance	that	Jesus	is	risen	because	
God’s	Spirit	bears	unmistakable	witness	to	him	that	it	is	so.iii	

—	Evidence	for	the	resurrection…	
—	Three	primary	evidences	for	the	resurrection…	

A.		The	empty	tomb	
B.		The	appearances	of	Jesus	to	his	disciples	

—	C.	H.	Dodd	observes,	“There	can	hardly	be	any	purpose	in	mentioning	the	fact	
that	most	of	the	five	hundred	are	still	alive,	unless	Paul	is	saying,	in	effect,	‘the	
witnesses	are	there	to	be	questioned.’	“Paul	could	never	have	said	that	if	the	event	
had	not	actually	occurred.	iv	
—	Therefore,	it	is	nearly	indisputable	that	this	appearance	took	place.v	

C.		The	origin	of	the	Christian	faith	
—	Objections	to	the	resurrection…	

1.		The	Conspiracy	Theory	
—	The	conspiracy	theory	was	thus	the	first	alternative	to	the	resurrection	of	Jesus	and	held	
basically	that	the	resurrection	was	a	hoax:	the	disciples	stole	the	body	and	then	lied	about	
Jesus’	appearances	to	them	afterwards.vi	
—	The	conspiracy	theory	was	refuted	by	the	early	church	historian	Eusebius	of	Caesarea	in	
his	Demonstratio	evangelica	(314–18).	Eusebius	argues	that	it	would	be	inconsistent	to	hold	
that	the	disciples	were	on	one	hand	followers	of	Jesus	with	His	high	moral	teaching	and	yet	
on	the	other	hand	such	base	liars	as	to	invent	all	these	miraculous	stories	about	Jesus.	It	
makes	no	sense	to	say	that	the	men	who	learned	and	then	taught	the	ethics	of	Jesus	would	
themselves	be	deceivers.vii	



—	“Let	us	band	together,”	the	speaker	proclaims,	“to	invent	all	the	miracles	and	
resurrection	appearances	which	we	never	saw	and	let	us	carry	the	sham	even	to	death!	
Why	not	die	for	nothing?	Why	dislike	torture	and	whipping	inflicted	for	no	good	
reason?	Let	us	go	out	to	all	nations	and	overthrow	their	institutions	and	denounce	
their	gods!	And	even	if	we	don’t	convince	anybody,	at	least	we’ll	have	the	satisfaction	
of	drawing	down	on	ourselves	the	punishment	for	our	own	deceit.”viii	

—	Eusebius	points	out	that	these	men	went	to	their	deaths	testifying	to	the	truth	of	what	
they	believed.	It	is	unbelievable	that	they	would	suffer	and	die	for	nothing.	And	how	could	
the	testimonies	of	all	these	deceivers	agree?	The	disciples	gave	up	family,	worldly	pleasures,	
and	money	to	go	out	into	foreign	lands	to	preach	what	they	believed.	They	could	not	have	
been	liars.	Eusebius,	himself	a	great	historian,	emphasizes	that	if	we	distrust	these	men,	then	
we	must	distrust	all	writers	of	history	and	records.	If	we	accept	the	testimony	of	secular	
historians,	then	we	must	by	the	same	standard	also	accept	the	reliability	of	the	disciples’	
testimony	to	the	resurrection.ix	
—	The	gospels	were	written	soon	after	the	events	and	in	the	same	place	where	the	events	
had	happened.	Thus	it	would	have	been	almost	impossible	for	them	to	be	lies.	The	disciples	
preached	the	resurrection	in	Jerusalem	in	the	face	of	their	enemies	only	a	few	weeks	after	
Jesus	was	crucified.	Under	such	circumstances,	the	disciples	could	never	have	preached	the	
resurrection	if	it	had	not	occurred.x	
—	In	summary,	the	deist	who	holds	to	this	theory	must	believe…xi	

—	(1)	that	twelve	poor	fishermen	were	able	to	change	the	world	through	a	plot	laid	
so	deep	that	no	one	has	ever	been	able	to	discern	where	the	cheat	lay,	xii	
—	(2)	that	these	men	gave	up	the	pursuit	of	happiness	and	ventured	into	poverty,	
torments,	and	persecutions	for	nothing,	xiii	
—	(3)	that	depressed	and	fearful	men	would	have	suddenly	grown	so	brave	as	to	
break	into	the	tomb	and	steal	the	body,	and…xiv	
—	(4)	that	these	imposters	would	furnish	the	world	with	the	greatest	system	of	
morality	that	ever	was.xv	

2.		The	Hallucination	Theory	
—	But	this	alternative	fails	on	several	grounds:	xvi	

—	Not	just	one	person	saw	Jesus	appear	after	His	resurrection,	but	many.xvii	
—	Not	just	lone	individuals	saw	Him,	but	groups	of	people.xviii	
—	They	did	not	see	Him	only	once,	but	many	times.xix	
—	The	number	and	various	circumstances	of	the	appearances	make	hallucinations	an	
improbable	explanation.xx	
—	They	did	not	merely	see	Him,	but	touched	Him,	conversed	with	Him,	and	ate	with	
Him.xxi	
—	Jesus’	body	was	not	to	be	found.xxii	

—	Christianity	was	founded	in	Jerusalem.	That	would	have	been	impossible	
if	Jesus’	body	were	still	in	the	tomb.	The	Jews	would	have	produced	Jesus’	
corpse	as	the	shortest	and	completest	answer	to	the	whole	story.xxiii	

3.		The	Swoon	Theory	
—	Theory:	Jesus	did	not	really	die	on	the	cross	but	was	laid	unconscious	in	the	tomb.	There	
He	revived,	managed	to	escape,	and	convinced	His	disciples	that	He	had	been	raised	from	the	
dead.xxiv	
—	Problems	with	this	theory…	

—	The	theory	failed	to	take	seriously	the	extent	of	Jesus’	physical	injury.xxv	
—	The	apparent-death	theory	makes	Jesus	into	a	deceiver.xxvi	
—	A	weak	and	half-dead	Jesus	could	never	have	convinced	the	disciples	that	He	was	
the	Lord	of	life	and	Conqueror	of	death.xxvii	

4.		The	Disciples	Stole	the	Body	Theory	
—	To	deny	that	Jesus	rose	from	the	dead	as	the	early	Christians	proclaimed,	it	is	necessary	to	
say	that	some	unknown	party	robbed	the	tomb	prior	to	the	women’s	visit.xxviii	
—	Reasons	this	cannot	be	so…	

—	There	was	no	motive	for	stealing	the	body.xxix	
—	Apparently	no	one	other	than	Joseph	and	his	companions	and	the	women	even	
knew	where	Jesus	was	buried.xxx	
—	The	time	was	insufficient	for	such	a	conspiracy.xxxi	
—	The	fact	that	the	graveclothes	were	found	in	the	tomb	precludes	theft	of	the	
body.xxxii	



—	Conspiracies	of	this	sort	almost	always	come	to	light	either	by	disclosure	or	
discovery	or	at	least	by	rumor.xxxiii	
—	This	theory	only	tries	to	account	for	the	fact	of	the	empty	tomb;	it	says	nothing	at	
all	about	the	appearances	of	Jesus	or	the	origin	of	the	Christian	faith.xxxiv	

—	Supreme	Court	Justice	Antonin	Scalia	pointed	out	the	absurdity	of	those	who	doubt	the	historicity	of	the	
New	Testament.	xxxv	

—	In	a	remark	biting	with	sarcasm	against	modern-day	intellectuals,	Scalia	stated	exactly	what	we’ve	
been	saying	regarding	the	motives	of	the	New	Testament	writers.	xxxvi	
—	Namely,	since	the	New	Testament	writers	had	nothing	to	gain	and	everything	to	lose,	we	ought	to	
believe	what	they	say	about	the	Resurrection.	xxxvii	
—	Scalia	declared,	“It	is	not	irrational	to	accept	the	testimony	of	eyewitnesses	who	had	nothing	to	
gain.…	The	[worldly]	wise	do	not	believe	in	the	resurrection	of	the	dead.	So	everything	from	Easter	
morning	to	the	Ascension	had	to	be	made	up	by	the	groveling	enthusiasts	as	part	of	their	plan	to	get	
themselves	martyred.”xxxviii	-xxxix	

	
The	Clarity	of	Scripture	

—	What	is	the	clarity	of	Scripture?	
—	Simply	stated:	

—	The	clarity	of	Scripture	means	that	the	Bible	is	written	in	such	a	way	that	its	teachings	are	able	to	be	
understood	by	all	who	will	read	it	seeking	God’s	help	and	being	willing	to	follow	it.xl	

—	More	precisely	stated:	
—	All	things	in	scripture	are	not	alike	plain	in	themselves,	nor	alike	clear	unto	all;	yet	those	things	
which	are	necessary	to	be	known,	believed,	and	observed,	for	salvation,	are	so	clearly	propounded	and	
opened	in	some	place	of	scripture	or	other,	that	not	only	the	learned,	but	the	unlearned,	in	a	due	use	of	
the	ordinary	means,	may	attain	unto	a	sufficient	understanding	of	them.xli	

—	This	is	from	a	doctrinal	statement	of	another	denomination,	but	it	is	a	very	precise,	
nuanced,	and	helpful	statement	of	the	clarity	of	Scripture.	

—	Biblical	statement:	
—	Psalm	119:105	|	Your word is a lamp for my feet and a light on my path. (CSB)  
—	Psalm	119:130	|	The revelation of your words brings light and gives understanding to the 
inexperienced. (CSB)  
—	2	Peter	1:19	|	We also have the prophetic word strongly confirmed, and you will do well to pay 
attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts. (CSB)  
—	2	Timothy	3:16–17	|	All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for 
correcting, for training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good 
work. (CSB)  

—	Why	is	this	a	big	deal?	
A.		It	is	a	big	deal	that	God	privileges	us	by	sharing	his	heart	and	mind	with	us.	

—	Who	are	we	that	God	would	give	us	a	glimpse	into	his	heart	and	mind?	
—	We	all	have	boundaries	in	our	lives	that	prevent	people	from	fully	knowing	us.	

—	For	instance,	we	had	friends	over	for	lunch	today,	but	we	closed	our	bedroom	
door	so	they	wouldn’t	see	the	mess.	

—	For	some	people	(the	vast	majority),	we	do	not	want	them	to	know	anything	about	
us.	
—	For	others,	they	can	know	where	we	live,	birthdays,	hobbies…	
—	For	others,	they	know	our	personalities	and	passions…	
—	For	others,	they	know	our	hopes,	dreams,	and	fears…	
—	For	others,	they	know	our	finances,	medical	condition,	legal	issues…	
—	For	others,	they	know	what	we	look	like	in	the	morning.	

—	That	the	sovereign	God,	the	creator	of	the	universe,	who	has	no	beginning	and	no	end…	
—	That	he	would	reveal	his	truth	to	us	in	an	understandable	way…	

—	What	a	miracle…	
—	What	a	kindness…	
—	What	a	privilege…	

B.		It	is	a	big	deal	that	God	so	communicates	truth	that	we	can	understand	and	comprehend.	
—	Isaiah	55:9	|	“For as heaven is higher than earth, so my ways are higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. (CSB)  
—	Yet…	

—	We	can	understand	God’s	truth!	
—	At	least	parts	of	his	truth.	



—	I	bought	a	book	to	read	on	Labor	Day	this	year…	
—	It	was	a	book	I	thought	would	expand	my	mind,	but	still	a	book	I	expected	to	
enjoy.	
—	I	even	texted	a	photograph	of	the	book	to	a	church	member	here	who	is	an	
expert	in	the	field,	and	I	joked	that	I	would	send	him	any	questions	I	had	as	I	
read	it.	
—	I	got	about	30	pages	into	the	book,	and	I	quit.	

—	I	was	completely	lost.	
—	I	had	little	idea	what	the	author	was	talking	about.	
—	The	author	of	the	book	had	dumbfounded	me.	

—	The	information	in	the	book	was	too	lofty	for	me	to	understand.	
—	Or	at	least	it	was	not	presented	in	a	way	I	could	understand.	

—	But	God	takes	truth	and	makes	it	so	that	I	can	understand	it.	
—	And	no	people	are	excluded…	

—	Simple	people…	
—	Those	who	lack	sophisticated	tools…	
—	Those	who	are	newbies	at	studying	Scripture…	

C.		It	is	a	big	deal	that	we	can	pursue	and	revere	God	by	studying	his	word.	
—	If	Scripture	were	written	in	some	heavenly	tongue…	

—	If	Scripture	just	somehow	recorded	the	thoughts	of	God	in	native	form…	
—	We	would	have	no	ability	to	study,	dig,	research,	discover…	
—	But	because	he	has	given	us	the	miracle	of	Scripture,	we	can	pursue	and	revere	him	by	studying	
his	word.	

D.		It	is	a	big	deal	that	we	have	such	a	valuable	resource	and	have	been	given	the	ability	to	mine	it	for	
treasures	of	wisdom	and	encouragement.	

—	While	the	riches	of	the	Bible	are	available	to	us	if	we	pursue	them,	they	are	also	inexhaustible.	
—	We	can	always	discover	more	wisdom,	encouragement,	strength,	wonder…	

—	Because	of	the	clarity	of	Scripture…	
E.		It	is	a	big	deal	because	this	could	be	said	to	be	the	central	issue	of	the	reformation.	

—	Behind	all	of	the	Sola’s,	is	the	assertion	of	the	reformers	that	Scripture	could	be	interpreted	by	
more	than	just	the	official	church	leaders.	
—	The	Roman	Catholic	view	on	the	perspicuity	and	availability	of	Scripture…	

—	In	the	14th	century,	John	Wycliffe	held	an	astounding	belief…	
—	The	Bible	should	be	translated	into	a	language	people	could	read.	

—	He	lived	in	England,	so	he	wanted	the	Bible	translated	into	English.	
—	So,	he	did	it.	

—	He	translated	the	Latin	Vulgate	into	English.	
—	Without	permission!	
—	And	began	to	make	(handwritten)	copies.	

—	His	views/actions	were	so	controversial	that	when	he	died…	
—	In	May,	1415,	they	had	a	trial	(though	he	was	dead),	and	they	declared	
Wycliffe	a	heretic.		

—	Banned	his	writings.	
—	Declared	the	act	of	translating	the	Bible	in	the	common	language	
was	unacceptable.	
—	Pope	Martin	the	5th	carried	out	the	order	of	the	council	in	1428.	

—	The	authorities	went	to	Wycliffe’s	grave,	dug	up	and	burned	
his	bones,	and	scattered	his	ashes	in	the	River	Swift.	

—	The	details	of	the	clarity	of	Scripture…	
—	If	you	call	it	perspicuity	of	Scripture	instead	of	clarity,	people	will	be	impressed	J.	
A.		The	Bible	affirms	its	own	clarity.	

—	The	Bible’s	clarity	and	the	responsibility	of	believers	generally	to	read	it	and	understand	it	are	
often	emphasized.xlii	

—	Scripture	references…	
—	Deuteronomy	6:6–7	|	These words that I am giving you today are to be in your 
heart. Repeat them to your children. Talk about them when you sit in your house and 
when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. (CSB)  

—	All	the	people	of	Israel	were	expected	to	be	able	to	understand	the	words	
of	Scripture	well	enough	to	be	able	to	“teach	them	diligently”	to	their	
children.xliii	



—	God	expected	that	all	of	his	people	would	know	and	be	able	to	talk	about	
his	Word,	with	proper	application	to	ordinary	situations	in	life.xliv	

—	Psalm	1:1–2	|	How happy is the one who does not walk in the advice of the wicked or 
stand in the pathway with sinners or sit in the company of mockers! Instead, his delight is 
in the LORD’s instruction, and he meditates on it day and night. (CSB)  

—	This	daily	meditation	assumes	an	ability	to	understand	Scripture	rightly	
on	the	part	of	those	who	meditate.xlv	

—	Psalm	19:7	|	The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the 
LORD is sure, making wise the simple; (ESV)  

—	Here	the	“simple”	person	(Heb.	 יִתֶּפ ,	H7343)	is	not	merely	one	who	lacks	
intellectual	ability,	but	one	who	lacks	sound	judgment,	who	is	prone	to	
making	mistakes,	and	who	is	easily	led	astray.	God’s	Word	is	so	
understandable,	so	clear,	that	even	this	kind	of	person	is	made	wise	by	it.xlvi	
—	This	should	be	a	great	encouragement	to	all	believers:	no	believer	should	
think	himself	or	herself	too	foolish	to	read	Scripture	and	understand	it	
sufficiently	to	be	made	wise	by	it.xlvii	

—	Nowhere	in	the	Gospels	does	Jesus	ever	say	the	Scriptures	are	unclear.	
—	In	a	day	when	it	is	common	for	people	to	tell	us	how	hard	it	is	to	interpret	Scripture	
rightly,	we	would	do	well	to	remember	that	not	once	in	the	Gospels	do	we	ever	hear	Jesus	
saying	anything	like	this:	“I	see	how	your	problem	arose—the	Scriptures	are	not	very	clear	
on	that	subject.”xlviii	
—	Instead,	whether	he	is	speaking	to	scholars	or	untrained	common	people,	his	responses	
always	assume	that	the	blame	for	misunderstanding	any	teaching	of	Scripture	is	not	to	be	
placed	on	the	Scriptures	themselves,	but	on	those	who	misunderstand	or	fail	to	accept	what	
is	written.xlix	

—	In	fact,	on	dozens	of	occasions,	Jesus	criticizes	people	for	not	knowing	and	understanding	
Scripture.	

—	Matthew	12:3	|	He said to them, “Haven’t you read what David did when he and those who 
were with him were hungry: (CSB)  
—	Matthew	22:31	|	Now concerning the resurrection of the dead, haven’t you read what was 
spoken to you by God: (CSB)  
—	John	3:10	|	“Are you a teacher of Israel and don’t know these things?” Jesus replied. (CSB)  

B.		Understanding	Scripture	is	more	moral	than	intellectual.	
—	The	New	Testament	writers	frequently	state	that	the	ability	to	understand	Scripture	rightly	is	
more	a	moral	and	spiritual	than	intellectual	ability.l	

—	1	Corinthians	2:14–15	|	But the person without the Spirit does not receive what comes from 
God’s Spirit, because it is foolishness to him; he is not able to understand it since it is evaluated 
spiritually. The spiritual person, however, can evaluate everything, and yet he himself cannot be 
evaluated by anyone. (CSB)  
—	2	Corinthians	3:14–16	|	but their minds were hardened. For to this day, at the reading of the 
old covenant, the same veil remains; it is not lifted, because it is set aside only in Christ. Yet still 
today, whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their hearts, but whenever a person turns to the 
Lord, the veil is removed. (CSB)  
—	Hebrews	5:14	|	But solid food is for the mature—for those whose senses have been trained to 
distinguish between good and evil. (CSB)  
—	James	1:5–6	|	Now if any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God—who gives to all 
generously and ungrudgingly—and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith without 
doubting. For the doubter is like the surging sea, driven and tossed by the wind. (CSB)  
—	John	7:17	|	If anyone wants to do his will, he will know whether the teaching is from God or 
whether I am speaking on my own. (CSB)  

C.		People	can	misunderstand	Scripture.	
—	During	Jesus’	lifetime,	his	own	disciples	at	times	failed	to	understand	the	Old	Testament	and	Jesus’	
own	teachings.li	

—	Mark	9:32	|	But they did not understand this statement, and they were afraid to ask him. (CSB)  
—	John	8:27	|	They did not know he was speaking to them about the Father. (CSB)  

—	Although	sometimes	this	was	due	to	the	fact	that	they	simply	needed	to	wait	for	further	events	in	
the	history	of	redemption,	and	especially	in	the	life	of	Christ	himself.lii	

—	John	12:16	|	His disciples did not understand these things at first. However, when Jesus was 
glorified, then they remembered that these things had been written about him and that they had 
done these things to him. (CSB)  



—	In	fact,	throughout	the	history	of	the	church,	doctrinal	disagreements	have	been	many,	and	
progress	in	resolving	doctrinal	differences	has	often	been	slow.liii	

—	The	doctrine	of	the	clarity	of	Scripture	does	not	imply	or	suggest	that	all	believers	will	
agree	on	all	the	teachings	of	Scripture.liv	
—	Nevertheless,	it	does	tell	us	something	very	important—that	the	problem	always	lies	not	
with	Scripture	but	with	ourselves.lv	

—	There	are	two	sources	of	doctrinal	disagreement.	
1.		Seeking	to	make	affirmations	where	Scripture	itself	is	silent.lvi	

—	In	such	cases	we	should	be	more	ready	to	admit	that	God	has	not	given	us	the	
answer	to	our	quest,	and	to	allow	for	differences	of	viewpoint	within	the	church.lvii	

2.		Making	mistakes	in	our	interpretation	of	Scripture.lviii	
—	This	could	have	happened	because	the	data	we	used	to	decide	a	question	of	
interpretation	were	inaccurate	or	incomplete.lix	
—	Or	it	could	be	because	there	is	some	personal	inadequacy	on	our	part,	whether	it	
be,	for	example,	personal	pride,	or	greed,	or	lack	of	faith,	or	selfishness,	or	even	
failure	to	devote	enough	time	to	prayerfully	reading	and	studying	Scripture.lx	
—	But	in	no	case	are	we	free	to	say	that	the	teaching	of	the	Bible	on	any	subject	is	
confusing	or	incapable	of	being	understood	correctly.lxi	
—	Furthermore,	even	though	we	admit	that	there	have	been	many	doctrinal	
disagreements	in	the	history	of	the	church,	we	must	not	forget	that	there	has	been	
an	amazing	amount	of	doctrinal	agreement	on	the	most	central	truths	of	Scripture	
throughout	the	history	of	the	church.lxii	

—	Among	those	who	hold	a	high	view	of	Scripture,	there	is	a	very	high	degree	of	agreement.	
D.		Some	aspects	of	Scripture	are	difficult	to	understand.	

—	2	Peter	3:15–16	|	Also, regard the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our dear brother Paul has 
written to you according to the wisdom given to him. He speaks about these things in all his letters. There 
are some matters that are hard to understand. The untaught and unstable will twist them to their own 
destruction, as they also do with the rest of the Scriptures. (CSB)  
—	There	are	ways	in	which	Scripture	is	not	clear.	Not	everything	is	equally	plain,	not	everything	is	
clear	to	all.lxiii	
—	Going	back	to	the	previous	description	of	the	doctrine…	

—	All	things	in	scripture	are	not	alike	plain	in	themselves,	nor	alike	clear	unto	all;	yet	those	
things	which	are	necessary	to	be	known,	believed,	and	observed,	for	salvation,	are	so	clearly	
propounded	and	opened	in	some	place	of	scripture	or	other,	that	not	only	the	learned,	but	the	
unlearned,	in	a	due	use	of	the	ordinary	means,	may	attain	unto	a	sufficient	understanding	of	
them.lxiv	

—	We	can’t	understand,	necessarily,	everything	about	the	Jewish	priesthood,	but	we	can	understand	
how	to	be	saved,	the	gospel,	the	preaching	of	the	Word	of	God	unto	salvation.	That	is	clear.	We	can	
understand	that.	You	don’t	have	to	be	a	scholar,	you	don’t	have	to	be	a	certain	age,	you	just	have	to	
come	to	the	Scriptures	and	find	out.lxv	

—	2	Timothy	3:15	|	and you know that from infancy you have known the sacred Scriptures, 
which are able to give you wisdom for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. (CSB)  

E.		There	is	a	role	for	Bible	teachers	and	Bible	scholars.	
1.		God	has	called	and	gifted	some	people	to	better	understand	and	more	clearly	teach	
Scripture	to	the	church.	

—	1	Corinthians	12:28	|	And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, next miracles, then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, various 
kinds of tongues. (CSB)  
—	Ephesians	4:11	|	And he himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
some pastors and teachers, (CSB)  
—	The	Lord	has	given	some	people	the	opportunity	to	develop	specialized	knowledge	and	
skills	to	aid	them	in	interpreting	and	teaching	Scripture.	

—	Formal	education	
—	Broader	experience	in	studying	the	Bible	and	ancillary	subjects	
—	Understanding	of	biblical	languages	and	cultures	
—	The	Lord	has	given	some	the	opportunity	to	focus	and	study	a	very	narrow	part	
of	Scripture	and	become	an	expert	at	that	part.	

—	Stephen	Wellum	
—	How	many	natures	and	how	many	wills	does/did	Christ	
have?	



—	First,	I	had	to	read	his	book,	God	The	Son	Incarnate,	
twice.	
—	It	took	two	hours	of	his	explaining	before	I	could	
even	understand	why	that	question	really	mattered.	
—	It	took	three	days	of	explaining	before	I	thought	I	
had	even	a	slight	grasp	on	the	answer.	

—	The	Lord	has	given	some	people	the	ability	to	explain	and	apply	Scripture.	
—	The	Lord	has	given	some	people	the	ability	to	motivate	and	call	for	action/decision.	

2.		God	has	called	some	to	safeguard	a	proper	understanding	of	Scripture.	
—	Titus	1:9	|	holding to the faithful message as taught, so that he will be able both to encourage 
with sound teaching and to refute those who contradict it. (CSB)  
—	Titus	2:7–8	|	in everything. Make yourself an example of good works with integrity and 
dignity in your teaching. Your message is to be sound beyond reproach, so that any opponent will 
be ashamed, because he doesn’t have anything bad to say about us. (CSB)  

3.		God	has	set-aside	some	people	to	spend	more	time	than	others	in	the	study	of	God’s	word.	
—	Acts	6:1–2	|	In those days, as the disciples were increasing in number, there arose a 
complaint by the Hellenistic Jews against the Hebraic Jews that their widows were being 
overlooked in the daily distribution. The Twelve summoned the whole company of the disciples 
and said, “It would not be right for us to give up preaching the word of God to wait on tables. 
(CSB)  
—	Acts	6:4	|	But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” (CSB)  

	
—	What	should	the	Clarity	of	Scripture	lead	us	to	do?	

A.		Never	say,	“I	cannot	understand…”	
B.		Study	God’s	word.	
C.	Know	that	we	will	be	held	accountable.	

—	Psalm	50:17	|	You hate instruction and fling my words behind you. (CSB)  
—	Proverbs	13:13	|	The one who has contempt for instruction will pay the penalty, but the one who 
respects a command will be rewarded. (CSB)  
—	2	Timothy	4:3–4	|	For the time will come when people will not tolerate sound doctrine, but according 
to their own desires, will multiply teachers for themselves because they have an itch to hear what they want 
to hear. They will turn away from hearing the truth and will turn aside to myths. (CSB)  

D.		Pass	along	God’s	word…	
—	Deuteronomy	6:6–9	|	These words that I am giving you today are to be in your heart. Repeat them to 
your children. Talk about them when you sit in your house and when you walk along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up. Bind them as a sign on your hand and let them be a symbol on your forehead. 
Write them on the doorposts of your house and on your city gates. (CSB)  

E.		Adore	God’s	word.	
—	Deuteronomy	30:11–14	|	“This command that I give you today is certainly not too difficult or beyond 
your reach. It is not in heaven so that you have to ask, ‘Who will go up to heaven, get it for us, and 
proclaim it to us so that we may follow it?’ And it is not across the sea so that you have to ask, ‘Who will 
cross the sea, get it for us, and proclaim it to us so that we may follow it?’ But the message is very near 
you, in your mouth and in your heart, so that you may follow it. (CSB)  

—	John	Frame…	
—	We	have	height	and	depth	as	metaphors	that	people	use	to	talk	about	difficult	
places	to	go.	lxvi	
—	Understanding	the	Bible	might	seem	to	some	people	to	be	such	a	difficult	thing.	
It’s	like	climbing	a	big	ladder,	it’s	like	ascending	a	mountain	trying	to	get	up	to	
heaven	so	that	we	can	ask	God	what	it	means.	lxvii	
—	And	the	Lord	says,	“No,	it’s	not	like	that.”	It’s	not	like	descending	to	some	lower	
depth,	going	down	in	a	deep	mine	in	order	to	find	out	what	God	is	saying.	No,	it’s	not	
like	that	either.	lxviii	
—	The	Word	is	near	you,	the	Word	is	with	you.lxix	

—	The	MIRACLE	of	Scripture:	The	Clarity	of	Scripture!	
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