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Review	
—	How	did	the	Bible	get	from	God	to	us?	(Geisler	outline)i	

—	Inspiration	
—	How	did	the	information	get	from	God	to	man?	

—	Canonization	
—	How	was	it	determined	what	was	and	was	not	God’s	message?	

—	Transmission	
—	How	has	the	Bible	gotten	from	the	date	of	writing	until	today?	

—	Translation	
—	How	did	the	Bible	get	into	our	language?	

—	In	this	series	of	classes,	we	are	going	to	break	those	four	steps	down	into	eight…	
A.		Authority	(Inspiration)	
B.		Inerrancy	(Inspiration)	
C.		Historicity	(Inspiration)	

—	Today,	we	will	discuss	external	evidence	and	support	for	the	veracity	of	Scripture.	
D.		Clarity	(Inspiration)	
E.		Sufficiency	(Inspiration)	
F.		Canonization	
G.		Transmission	
H.		Translation	

	
The	Historicity	of	Scripture	

—	We	learned	about	the	internal	testimony	of	the	truthfulness,	inerrancy,	and	reliability	of	the	Bible	last	week.	
—	The	Bible	is	fully	truthful	in	all	it	affirms	when	it	is	observed	that	it	reports	historical	and	scientific	
information	with	phenomenal	rather	than	technical	language.	
—	The	Bible	says	of	itself	that	it	is	truthful,	inerrant,	and	reliable.	

—	In	all	that	was	written…	
—	To	the	very	words…	
—	To	the	smallest	parts	of	words…	
—	To	verb	tenses	and	to	the	singular/plural	status	of	nouns…	

—	So	intellectually,	we	cannot	pick	and	choose	parts	of	the	Bible	as	true	or	false.	
—	Unless	the	Bible	has	been	corrupted	through	the	years	(and	we	will	cover	this	in	an	upcoming	
class).	

—	So,	if	the	Bible	is	all	or	nothing,	then	which	is	it?	
—	Is	there	external	evidence	that	points	to	the	veracity	of	Scripture?	
—	That	is	what	we	will	study	today.	

—	Historicity	
—	Historicity	is	the	historical	actuality	of	persons	and	events,	meaning	the	quality	of	being	part	of	history	as	
opposed	to	being	a	historical	myth,	legend,	or	fiction.	ii	
—	The	historicity	of	a	claim	about	the	past	is	its	factual	status.	Historicity	denotes	historical	actuality,	
authenticity,	factuality	and	focuses	on	the	true	value	of	knowledge	claims	about	the	past.iii	

	
The	Role	of	Evidence	

—	We’ve	previously	learned	that	the	source	and	truth	of	Scripture	is	something	that	is	confirmed	in	our	hearts	by	the	
Holy	Spirit.	
—	And	we	know	the	Bible	teaches	that	ultimately,	we	must	accept	Christ	(and	the	truth	of	Scripture)	by	faith.	

—	2	Corinthians	5:7	|	For we walk by faith, not by sight. (CSB)  
—	Hebrews	11:6	|	Now without faith it is impossible to please God, since the one who draws near to him must 
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. (CSB)  
—	Hebrews	4:2	|	For we also have received the good news just as they did. But the message they heard did not 
benefit them, since they were not united with those who heard it in faith. (CSB)  

—	So,	what	role	does	evidence	play?	
A.		The	Bible	never	asks	for	blind	faith.	

—	1	Peter	3:15	|	but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, ready at any time to give a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you. (CSB)  

—	“Defense”	means	“reason.”	



—	Same	Greek	word	(same	root)	used	twice	in	this	verse.	
—	Defense	

—	ἀπολογίαa,	ας	f:	to	speak	on	behalf	of	oneself	or	of	others	against	
accusations	presumed	to	be	false—‘to	defend	oneself.’iv	

—	Reason	
—	λόγοςg,	ου	m:	a	reason,	with	the	implication	of	some	verbal	
formulation—‘reason.’v	

—	Romans	1:20	|	For his invisible attributes, that is, his eternal power and divine nature, have been 
clearly seen since the creation of the world, being understood through what he has made. As a result, 
people are without excuse. (CSB)  

B.		Jesus	did	not	condemn	the	role	of	evidence.	
—	John	20:26	|	A week later his disciples were indoors again, and Thomas was with them. Even though 
the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” (CSB)  
—	John	20:27	|	Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and look at my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it into my side. Don’t be faithless, but believe.” (CSB)  
—	John	20:28	|	Thomas responded to him, “My Lord and my God!” (CSB)  
—	John	20:29	|	Jesus said, “Because you have seen me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet believe.” (CSB)  

—	Evidence	was	a	part	of	Thomas’	faith.	
—	Thomas	could	not,	of	course,	tell	that	Jesus	was	God	just	from	a	touch,	so	this	was	a	
combination	of	evidence	and	faith.	
—	Note	that	Jesus	does	not	condemn	Thomas’	need	for	evidence.	
—	In	fact,	all	the	disciples	required	some	evidence.	

—	The	others	didn’t	believe	until	they	saw	the	resurrected	Savior	either.	
C.		The	Gospels	were	written	at	least	in	part	to	provide	evidence	for	one’s	faith.	

—	John	20:30–31	|	Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples that are not written 
in this book. But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name. (CSB)  

D.		When	Peter	preached	at	Pentecost,	he	presented	evidence.	
—	He	spoke	of…	

—	Fulfilled	prophecy	
—	The	resurrection	

—	Then	the	Lord	provided	convincing	miracles.	
E.		When	Paul	preached	Christ,	he	pointed	to	evidences.	

—	1	Corinthians	15:3	|	For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scriptures, (CSB)  
—	1	Corinthians	15:4–5	|	that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the 
Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the Twelve. (CSB)  
—	1	Corinthians	15:6	|	Then he appeared to over five hundred brothers and sisters at one time; most of 
them are still alive, but some have fallen asleep. (CSB)  
—	1	Corinthians	15:7–8	|	Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one born 
at the wrong time, he also appeared to me. (CSB)  

	
How	do	we	know	something	is	true?	

—	Sometimes	people	demand	unreasonable	proof	for	biblical	claims.	
—	“I	require	absolute,	measurable,	repeatable	proof	positive	that	the	Bible	claims	are	true.”	

—	This	kind	of	requirement	comes	from	an	ignorance	of	how	we	know	every	non-empirical	truth.	
—	We	can	observe,	measure,	and	do	repeatable	experiments	to	confirm	the	following	truths…	

—	Two	plus	two	is	four.	
—	Any	object,	wholly	or	partially	immersed	in	a	fluid,	is	buoyed	up	by	a	force	equal	to	the	
weight	of	the	fluid	displaced	by	the	object	(Archimedes’	Principle).	
—	The	height	of	this	table	is	thirty	inches.	

—	But	most	truth	is	not	like	that.	
—	Abraham	Lincoln	was	the	sixteenth	president.	

—	You	cannot	rerun	that	experiment.	
—	Carl	Sagan,	“The	cosmos	is	all	that	is	or	ever	was	or	ever	will	be.”vi	

—	Most	truth	requires	evidence	plus	faith.	
—	I	was	born	on	February	4,	1968.	

—	Evidences…	
—	If	a	doctor	were	to	examine	my	body,	he	or	she	could	conclude	that	my	age	would	
put	my	birthdate	between	1965	and	1970.	



—	Close	but	not	exact.	
—	There	were	some	eyewitnesses.	

—	My	mom	and	dad	would	remember.	
—	But	if	you	cross	examined	them	about	the	weather	of	the	day,	the	
news	of	the	day,	etc.	they	might	not	hold	up	very	well.	
—	They	also	might	be	considered	a	biased	observer.	
—	They	turned	me	in	as	a	dependent	on	their	federal	taxes	for	years,	
so	they	would	have	some	motive	to	stick	to	the	story	if	even	it	were	not	
true.	

—	Most	of	the	other	eyewitnesses	would	either	be	deceased,	or	their	
memories	would	be	hazy.		

—	There	is	a	birth	certificate	that	indicates	the	day.	
—	But	it	is	apparently	a	copy	of	a	copy	of	a	copy.	
—	It	would	be	very	hard	to	perfectly	authenticate.	
—	It	is	signed	by	people	but	most	of	them	would	likely	have	died.	

—	There	would	be	numerous	secondary	documents	that	report	my	birthdate	as	
2/4/1968	but	they	would	not	serve	as	primary	evidence.	
—	There	are	photos,	but	it	is	both	hard	to	precisely	date	the	photos	and	my	
appearance	has	changed	pretty	significantly	since	then.	
—	There	might	be	billing	records,	but	probably	not.	

—	So,	there	is	much	evidence,	but	at	some	point,	you	will	just	have	to	make	a	leap	of	faith.	
—	I	love	the	title	of	Norman	Geisler’s	book,	I	Don’t	Have	Enough	Faith	to	Be	an	Atheist.	

—	Whatever	you	believe,	you	believe	by	evidence	plus	faith.	
—	When	Geisler	examines	all	the	evidence,	he	suggests	it	takes	much	more	faith	to	be	an	atheist	than	
to	be	a	Christian.	

—	There	is	much	evidence	to	support	Scripture!	
—	Bertrand	Russell	

—	Noted	humanist	and	atheist	philosopher	of	the	mid-20th	century.	
—	Russell	described	himself	in	1947	as	an	agnostic,	saying:	"Therefore,	in	
regard	to	the	Olympic	gods,	speaking	to	a	purely	philosophical	audience,	I	
would	say	that	I	am	an	Agnostic.	But	speaking	popularly,	I	think	that	all	of	us	
would	say	in	regard	to	those	gods	that	we	were	Atheists.	In	regard	to	
the	Christian	God,	I	should,	I	think,	take	exactly	the	same	line."	For	most	of	his	
adult	life,	Russell	maintained	religion	to	be	little	more	than	superstition	and,	
despite	any	positive	effects,	largely	harmful	to	people.	He	believed	that	
religion	and	the	religious	outlook	serve	to	impede	knowledge	and	foster	fear	
and	dependency,	and	to	be	responsible	for	much	of	our	world's	wars,	
oppression,	and	misery.	He	was	a	member	of	the	Advisory	Council	of	
the	British	Humanist	Association	and	President	of	Cardiff	Humanists	until	his	
death.vii	

—	There	is	a	story	about	Bertrand	Russell	giving	a	public	lecture	somewhere	or	other,	
defending	his	atheism.	A	furious	woman	stood	up	at	the	end	of	the	lecture	and	asked:	
“And	Lord	Russell,	what	will	you	say	when	you	stand	in	front	of	the	throne	of	God	on	
judgment	day?”	Russell	replied:	“I	will	say:	‘I’m	terribly	sorry,	but	you	didn’t	give	us	
enough	evidence.’”viii	

—	Mr.	Russell,	you	are	wrong!	
	
What	Criteria	do	Historians	use	to	Evaluate	the	Historicity	of	a	Document?	

—	Historical	tests…	
1.		Do	we	have	early	testimony?	ix	

—	Generally,	the	earlier	the	sources,	the	more	accurate	is	the	testimony.	
2.		Do	we	have	eyewitness	testimony?	x	

—	Eyewitness	testimony	is	usually	the	best	means	of	establishing	what	really	happened.	
3.		Do	we	have	testimony	from	multiple,	independent,	eyewitness	sources?	xi	

—	Multiple,	independent	eyewitnesses	confirm	that	the	events	really	occurred	(they	are	not	fiction)	
and	provide	additional	details	that	a	single	source	might	miss.		
—	(True	independent	sources	normally	tell	the	same	basic	story	but	with	differing	details.	Historians	
sometimes	call	this	“coherence	with	dissimilarity.”)	

4.		Are	the	eyewitnesses	trustworthy?	xii	
—	Should	you	believe	them?		
—	Character	matters.	



5.		Do	we	have	corroborating	evidence	from	archaeology	or	other	writers?	xiii	
—	This	adds	further	confirmation.	

6.		Do	we	have	any	enemy	attestation?	xiv	
—	If	opponents	of	the	eyewitnesses	admit	certain	facts	the	eyewitnesses	say	are	true,	then	those	
facts	probably	are	true	(for	example,	if	your	mother	says	you	are	brave,	that	might	be	true;	but	it’s	
probably	more	credible	if	your	archenemy	says	the	same	thing).	

7.		Does	the	testimony	contain	events	or	details	that	are	embarrassing	to	the	authors?	xv	
—	Since	most	people	do	not	like	to	record	negative	information	about	themselves,	any	testimony	that	
makes	the	author	look	bad	is	probably	true.	

	
What	is	the	Evidence	that	Supports	the	Historicity	of	the	Bible?	

—	My	goal	is	to	just	whet	your	appetite	to	begin	to	research	the	evidences	that	support	the	veracity	of	the	Bible.	
—	Geisler,	Norman	L.,	and	Frank	Turek.	I	Don’t	Have	Enough	Faith	to	Be	an	Atheist.	Wheaton,	IL:	Crossway	
Books,	2004.	
—	Strobel,	Lee.	The	Case	for	Christ:	A	Journalist’s	Personal	Investigation	of	the	Evidence	for	Jesus.	
Zondervan,	2016.	
—	Anything	by	Gary	R.	Habermas…	

—	The	Historical	Jesus	
—	The	Case	for	the	Resurrection	of	Jesus	
—	In	Defense	of	Miracles:	A	Comprehensive	Case	for	God’s	Action	in	History	

—	Let’s	look	briefly	at	three	categories	of	evidence.	
A.		Fulfilled	prophecy	
B.		The	character	of	the	New	Testament	
C.		The	resurrection	of	Jesus	

	
Fulfilled	Prophecy	

—	Prophecy	of	Tyre	
—	Ezekiel	26-28	prophecies	the	destruction	of	the	city	of	Tyre.	

—	Ezekiel	26:1	|	In the eleventh year, on the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came to me: 
(CSB)  

—	This	establishes	the	prophecy	was	given	in	586	B.C..	
—	Ezekiel	26:3–6	|	therefore this is what the Lord GOD says: See, I am against you, Tyre! I will raise up 
many nations against you, just as the sea raises its waves. They will destroy the walls of Tyre and demolish 
her towers. I will scrape the soil from her and turn her into a bare rock. She will become a place in the sea 
to spread nets, for I have spoken.” This is the declaration of the Lord GOD. “She will become plunder for 
the nations, and her villages on the mainland will be slaughtered by the sword. Then they will know that I 
am the LORD.” (CSB)  

—	This	description	goes	on	for	three	chapters.	
—	He	said	it	would	be	destroyed	by	Nebuchadnezzar.	
—	He	said	other	nations	would	rise	against	it.	
—	He	said	the	city	would	be	made	a	bare	rock,	flat	like	the	top	of	a	rock.	
—	Fisherman	would	spread	nets	over	the	site.	
—	The	debris	of	the	city	would	be	carried	off	and	thrown	into	the	water.	

—	Odd	prophecy	because	why	would	you	go	to	the	trouble	of	throwing	the	
debris	of	a	city	in	the	water	after	it	had	already	been	destroyed	if	you	were	
not	planning	to	reuse	the	land	for	something?	

—	The	city	would	never	be	rebuilt.	
—	So,	what	happened?	

—	Nebuchadnezzar	laid	siege	to	the	mainland	three	years	after	the	prophecy	was	written	down.	
—	After	13	years	of	siege,	Nebuchadnezzar	broke	down	the	walls	and	found	most	of	the	people	and	
wealth	had	been	moved	off	shore	to	a	small	island	about	one	half	mile	away.	
—	Nebuchadnezzar	didn’t	have	a	navy,	so	he	gave	up.	
—	241	years	later,	Alexander	III	wanted	to	attack	Tyre	(which	was	then	on	the	island).	
—	Alexander	III	had	his	soldiers	take	the	ruins	of	the	old	city	and	throw	them	into	the	water	to	make	
a	land	bridge	to	the	island.			

—	Hence	the	city	was	scraped	and	turned	into	a	bald	rock,	and	thrown	into	the	sea,	just	as	
was	prophesied.	

—	Alexander	marched	across	his	land	bridge	and	destroyed	the	city.		
—	It	has	never	been	rebuilt.	
—	If	you	go	there	today	(southwest	Lebanon),	a	guide	can	show	you	the	land	bridge	that	was	
built,	and	the	bald	rock	of	the	old	Tyre,	and	the	fisherman	drying	their	nets	on	the	bald	rock!	



—	Prophecy	of	Jesus	
—	There	are	at	least	three	hundred	prophecies	concerning	the	details	of	Jesus’s	life.	

—	All	were	fulfilled.	
—	Luke	4:21	|	He began by saying to them, “Today as you listen, this Scripture has been fulfilled.” (CSB)  
—	Luke	22:44	|	Being in anguish, he prayed more fervently, and his sweat became like drops of blood 
falling to the ground. (CSB)  

—	Sample	prophecies…	
—	The	Messiah	will	be	born	in	Bethlehem.	

—	Micah	5:2	|	Bethlehem Ephrathah, you are small among the clans of Judah; one will come 
from you to be ruler over Israel for me. His origin is from antiquity, from ancient times. (CSB)  
—	Matthew	2:1	|	After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod, wise 
men from the east arrived in Jerusalem, (CSB)  

—	The	Messiah	would	be	preceded	by	a	prophet.	
—	Malachi	3:1	|	“See, I am going to send my messenger, and he will clear the way before me. 
Then the Lord you seek will suddenly come to his temple, the Messenger of the covenant you 
delight in—see, he is coming,” says the LORD of Armies. (CSB)  
—	Matthew	3:1–2	|	In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea 
and saying, “Repent, because the kingdom of heaven has come near!” (CSB)  

—	The	Messiah	would	come	into	Jerusalem	riding	on	a	donkey.	
—	Zechariah	9:9	|	Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout in triumph, Daughter Jerusalem! Look, 
your King is coming to you; he is righteous and victorious, humble and riding on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey. (CSB)  
—	John	12:14	|	Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written: (CSB)  

—	The	Messiah’s	hands	and	feet	would	be	pierced.	
—	Psalm	22:16	|	For dogs have surrounded me; a gang of evildoers has closed in on me; they 
pierced my hands and my feet. (CSB)  
—	Zechariah	12:10	|	“Then I will pour out a spirit of grace and prayer on the house of David 
and the residents of Jerusalem, and they will look at me whom they pierced. They will mourn for 
him as one mourns for an only child and weep bitterly for him as one weeps for a firstborn. (CSB)  
—	Luke	23:33	|	When they arrived at the place called The Skull, they crucified him there, along 
with the criminals, one on the right and one on the left. (CSB)  

—		The	Messiah	would	be	sold	for	30	pieces	of	silver.	
—	Zechariah	11:12	|	Then I said to them, “If it seems right to you, give me my wages; but if not, 
keep them.” So they weighed my wages, thirty pieces of silver. (CSB)  
—	Matthew	26:15	|	and said, “What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?” So 
they weighed out thirty pieces of silver for him. (CSB)  

—	The	30	pieces	of	silver	would	be	cast	down	on	the	floor	of	the	temple	and	used	to	buy	a	potter’s	
field.	

—	Zechariah	11:13	|	“Throw it to the potter,” the LORD said to me—this magnificent price I 
was valued by them. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw it into the house of the LORD, to 
the potter. (CSB)  
—	Matthew	27:5–7	|	So he threw the silver into the temple and departed. Then he went and 
hanged himself. The chief priests took the silver and said, “It’s not permitted to put it into the 
temple treasury, since it is blood money.” They conferred together and bought the potter’s field 
with it as a burial place for foreigners. (CSB)  

—	The	Messiah	would	be	silent	before	his	accusers.	
—	Isaiah	53:7	|	He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth. Like a lamb led to 
the slaughter and like a sheep silent before her shearers, he did not open his mouth. (CSB)  
—	Matthew	27:12	|	While he was being accused by the chief priests and elders, he didn’t 
answer. (CSB)  

—	The	Messiah	would	be	crucified	with	thieves.	
—	Isaiah	53:12	|	Therefore I will give him the many as a portion, and he will receive the mighty 
as spoil, because he willingly submitted to death, and was counted among the rebels; yet he bore 
the sin of many and interceded for the rebels. (CSB)  
—	Matthew	27:38	|	Then two criminals were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the 
left. (CSB)  

—	Mathematician	Peter	Stoner	figured	the	probability	that	eight	of	the	three	hundred	would	be	
randomly	fulfilled	and	published	his	findings	in	the	peer	reviewed	journal	Science	Speaks.	

—	1.—No.	10;	2.—No.	22;	3.—No.	27;	4.—No.	33	&	44;	5.—No.	34;	6.—No.	35	&	36;	7.—No.	39;	
8.—No.	44	&	45	[crucified]xvi	



—	We	find	that	the	chance	that	any	man	might	have	lived	down	to	the	present	time	and	
fulfilled	all	eight	prophecies	is	1	in	1017”	(10	to	the	17th	power).		
—	That	would	be	1	in	100,000,000,000,000,000	(17	zeros	after	the	one).		
—	In	order	to	help	us	comprehend	this	staggering	probability,	Stoner	illustrates	it	by	
supposing	that	we	take	1017	silver	dollars	and	lay	them	on	the	face	of	Texas.		
—	They	will	cover	all	of	the	state	two	feet	deep.		
—	Now	mark	one	of	these	silver	dollars	and	stir	the	whole	mass	thoroughly,	all	over	the	state.	
—	Blindfold	a	man	and	tell	him	that	he	can	travel	as	far	as	he	wishes,	but	he	must	pick	up	one	
silver	dollar	and	say	that	this	is	the	right	one.		
—	What	chance	would	he	have	of	getting	the	right	one?	Just	the	same	chance	that	the	prophets	
would	have	had	of	writing	these	eight	prophecies	and	having	them	all	come	true	in	any	one	
man,	from	their	day	to	the	present	time,	providing	they	wrote	them	according	to	their	own	
wisdom.	
—	Now	these	prophecies	were	either	given	by	inspiration	of	God	or	the	prophets	just	wrote	
them	as	they	thought	they	should	be.		
—	In	such	a	case	the	prophets	had	just	one	chance	in	1017	of	having	them	come	true	in	any	
man,	but	they	all	came	true	in	Christ.		
—	This	means	that	the	fulfillment	of	these	eight	prophecies	alone	proves	that	God	inspired	the	
writing	of	those	prophecies	to	a	definiteness	which	lacks	only	one	chance	in	1017	of	being	
absolute.xvii	

	
The	Character	of	the	New	Testament	

—	Norman	Geisler	lists	ten	reasons	(evidences)	that	underscore	the	historicity	of	the	New	Testament.	
—	Before	he	provides	these	ten	reasons,	he	presents	much	archeological	evidence	for	the	veracity	of	the	New	
Testament	and	he	presents	the	strength	of	the	eye-witness	testimony.	

—	How	do	we	know	the	New	Testament	writers	wrote	the	truth?	
1.		The	New	Testament	Writers	Included	Embarrassing	Details	About	Themselves.xviii	

—	One	of	the	ways	historians	can	tell	whether	an	author	is	telling	the	truth	is	to	test	what	he	says	by	“the	
principle	of	embarrassment.”xix	
—	This	principle	assumes	that	any	details	embarrassing	to	the	author	are	probably	true.	Why?	Because	the	
tendency	of	most	authors	is	to	leave	out	anything	that	makes	them	look	bad.xx	
—	The	people	who	wrote	down	much	of	the	New	Testament	are	characters	(or	friends	of	characters)	in	the	
story,	and	often	they	depict	themselves	as	complete	morons:xxi	

—	They	are	dim-witted—numerous	times	they	fail	to	understand	what	Jesus	is	saying	(Mark	9:32;	
Luke	18:34;	John	12:16).xxii	
—	They	are	uncaring—they	fall	asleep	on	Jesus	twice	when	he	asks	them	to	pray	(Mark	14:32–41).	
The	New	Testament	writers	later	believe	Jesus	is	the	God-man,	yet	they	admit	they	twice	fell	asleep	
on	him	in	his	hour	of	greatest	need!	Moreover,	they	make	no	effort	to	give	their	friend	a	proper	
burial,	but	record	that	Jesus	was	buried	by	Joseph	of	Arimathea,	a	member	of	the	Jewish	Sanhedrin—
the	very	court	that	had	sentenced	Jesus	to	die.xxiii	
—	They	are	rebuked—Peter	is	called	“Satan”	by	Jesus	(Mark	8:33),	and	Paul	rebukes	Peter	for	being	
wrong	about	a	theological	issue.	Paul	writes,	“When	Peter	came	to	Antioch,	I	opposed	him	to	his	face,	
because	he	was	clearly	in	the	wrong”	(Gal.	2:11).	Now	keep	in	mind	that	Peter	is	one	of	the	pillars	of	
the	early	church,	and	here’s	Paul	including	in	Scripture	that	he	was	wrong!xxiv	
—	They	are	cowards—all	the	disciples	but	one	hide	when	Jesus	goes	to	the	cross.	Peter	even	denies	
him	three	times	after	explicitly	promising,	“I	will	never	disown	you”	(Matt.	26:33–35).	Meanwhile,	as	
the	men	are	hiding	for	fear	of	the	Jews,	the	brave	women	stand	by	Jesus	and	are	the	first	to	discover	
the	empty	tomb.xxv	
—	They	are	doubters—despite	being	taught	several	times	that	Jesus	would	rise	from	the	dead	(John	
2:18–22;	3:14–18;	Matt.	12:39–41;	17:9,	22–23),	the	disciples	are	doubtful	when	they	hear	of	his	
resurrection.	Some	are	even	doubtful	after	they	see	him	risen	(Matt.	28:17)!xxvi	

2.		The	New	Testament	Writers	Included	Embarrassing	Details	and	Difficult	Sayings	of	Jesus.xxvii	
—	The	New	Testament	writers	are	also	honest	about	Jesus.	Not	only	do	they	record	self-
incriminating	details	about	themselves,	they	also	record	embarrassing	details	about	their	leader,	
Jesus,	that	seem	to	place	him	in	a	bad	light.xxviii	

—	Jesus…	
—	is	considered	“out	of	his	mind”	by	his	mother	and	brothers	(his	own	family),	who	
come	to	seize	him	in	order	to	take	him	home	(Mark	3:21,	31)xxix	
—	is	not	believed	by	his	own	brothers	(John	7:5)xxx	
—	is	thought	to	be	a	deceiver	(John	7:12)xxxi	
—	is	deserted	by	many	of	his	followers	(John	6:66)xxxii	



—	turns	off	“Jews	who	had	believed	in	him”	(John	8:30–31)	to	the	point	that	they	
want	to	stone	him	(v.	59)xxxiii	
—	is	called	a	“drunkard”	(Matt.	11:19)xxxiv	
—	is	called	“demon-possessed”	(Mark	3:22;	John	7:20,	8:48)xxxv	
—	is	called	a	“madman”	(John	10:20)xxxvi	
—	has	his	feet	wiped	with	the	hair	of	a	prostitute	(an	event	that	had	the	potential	to	
be	perceived	as	a	sexual	advance—Luke	7:36–39)xxxvii	
—	is	crucified	by	the	Jews	and	Romans,	despite	the	fact	that	“anyone	who	is	hung	on	
a	tree	is	under	God’s	curse”	(Deut.	21:23;	cf.	Gal.	3:13)xxxviii	

—	In	addition	to	embarrassing	details,	there	are	several	difficult	sayings	attributed	to	Jesus	that	the	
New	Testament	writers	would	not	have	included	if	they	were	making	up	a	story	about	Jesus	being	
God.xxxix	

—	declares,	“The	Father	is	greater	than	I”	(John	14:28)xl	
—	says	about	his	second	coming,	that	no	one	knows	the	time,	“not	even	the	angels	in	heaven,	
nor	the	Son”	(Matt.	24:36)xli	
—	seems	to	deny	his	deity	by	asking	the	rich	young	ruler,	“Why	do	you	call	me	good?	…	No	
one	is	good—except	God	alone”	(Luke	18:19)xlii	
—	is	seen	cursing	a	fig	tree	for	not	having	figs	when	it	wasn’t	even	the	season	for	figs	(Matt.	
21:18ff.)xliii	
—	seems	unable	to	do	miracles	in	his	hometown,	except	to	heal	a	few	sick	people	(Mark	
6:5)xliv	

3.		The	New	Testament	Writers	Left	in	Demanding	Sayings	of	Jesus.xlv	
—	The	Sermon	on	the	Mount,	for	instance,	does	not	appear	to	be	a	human	invention:xlvi	

—	“I	tell	you	that	anyone	who	looks	at	a	woman	lustfully	has	already	committed	adultery	
with	her	in	his	heart”	(Matt.	5:28).xlvii	
—	“I	tell	you,	Do	not	resist	an	evil	person.	If	someone	strikes	you	on	the	right	cheek,	turn	to	
him	the	other	also.	And	if	someone	wants	to	sue	you	and	take	your	tunic,	let	him	have	your	
cloak	as	well.	If	someone	forces	you	to	go	one	mile,	go	with	him	two	miles.	Give	to	the	one	
who	asks	you,	and	do	not	turn	away	from	the	one	who	wants	to	borrow	from	you”	(Matt.	
5:39–42).xlviii	

—	All	of	these	commands	are	difficult	or	impossible	for	human	beings	to	keep	and	seem	to	go	against	
the	natural	best	interests	of	the	men	who	wrote	them	down.	They	certainly	are	contrary	to	the	
desires	of	many	today	who	want	a	religion	of	spirituality	that	has	no	moral	demands.	Consider	the	
extremity	and	undesirable	implications	of	these	commands:xlix	

—	If	thinking	about	a	sin	is	sinful,	then	everyone—including	the	New	Testament	writers—is	
guilty.l	
—	To	not	resist	the	insults	of	an	evil	person	is	to	resist	our	basic	human	instincts;	it	also	sets	
up	an	inconvenient	standard	of	behavior	for	the	apostles,	who	were	undergoing	persecution	
when	this	saying	was	written	down.li	

4.		The	New	Testament	Writers	Carefully	Distinguished	Jesus’	Words	from	Their	Own.lii	
5.		The	New	Testament	Writers	Include	Events	Related	to	the	Resurrection	that	They	Would	Not	Have	
Invented.liii	

—	The	Burial	of	Jesus—The	New	Testament	writers	record	that	Jesus	was	buried	by	Joseph	of	
Arimathea,	a	member	of	the	Sanhedrin,	which	was	the	Jewish	ruling	council	that	had	sentenced	Jesus	
to	die	for	blasphemy.	This	is	not	an	event	they	would	have	made	up.	Considering	the	bitterness	some	
Christians	harbored	against	the	Jewish	authorities,	why	would	they	put	a	member	of	the	Sanhedrin	in	
such	a	favorable	light?liv	
—	The	First	Witnesses—All	four	Gospels	say	women	were	the	first	witnesses	of	the	empty	tomb	
and	the	first	to	learn	of	the	Resurrection.	One	of	those	women	was	Mary	Magdalene,	who	Luke	
admits	had	been	demon-possessed	(Luke	8:2).	This	would	never	be	inserted	in	a	made-up	story.lv	

6.		The	New	Testament	Writers	Include	More	Than	Thirty	Historically	Confirmed	People	in	Their	
Writings.lvi	
7.		The	New	Testament	Writers	Include	Divergent	Details.lvii	

—	Critics	are	quick	to	cite	the	apparently	contradictory	Gospel	accounts	as	evidence	that	the	Gospels	
can’t	be	trusted	for	accurate	information.	For	example,	Matthew	says	there	was	one	angel	at	the	tomb	
of	Jesus	while	John	mentions	two.	Isn’t	this	a	contradiction	that	blows	the	credibility	of	these	
accounts?	No,	exactly	the	opposite	is	true:	divergent	details	actually	strengthen	the	case	that	these	
are	eyewitness	accounts.lviii	
—	In	light	of	the	numerous	divergent	details	in	the	New	Testament,	it’s	clear	that	the	New	Testament	
writers	didn’t	get	together	to	smooth	out	their	testimonies.	This	means	they	certainly	were	not	trying	
to	pass	off	a	lie	as	the	truth.	For	if	they	were	making	up	the	New	Testament	story,	they	would	have	



gotten	together	to	make	sure	they	were	consistent	in	every	detail.	Such	harmonization	clearly	didn’t	
happen,	and	this	confirms	the	genuine	eyewitness	nature	of	the	New	Testament	and	the	
independence	of	each	writer.lix	

8.		The	New	Testament	Writers	Challenge	Their	Readers	to	Check	Out	Verifiable	Facts,	Even	Facts	
About	Miracles.lx	
9.		New	Testament	Writers	Describe	Miracles	Like	Other	Historical	Events:	With	Simple,	
Unembellished	Accounts.lxi	
10.		The	New	Testament	Writers	Abandoned	Their	Long-Held	Sacred	Beliefs	and	Practices,	Adopted	
New	Ones,	and	Did	Not	Deny	Their	Testimony	Under	Persecution	or	Threat	of	Death.lxii	

—	The	New	Testament	writers	don’t	just	say	that	Jesus	performed	miracles	and	rose	from	the	dead—
they	actually	back	up	that	testimony	with	dramatic	action.lxiii	
—	First,	virtually	overnight	they	abandon	many	of	their	long-held	sacred	beliefs	and	practices.	
Among	the	1,500-year-old-plus	institutions	they	give	up	are	the	following:lxiv	

—	The	animal	sacrifice	system—they	replace	it	forever	by	the	one	perfect	sacrifice	of	
Christ.lxv	
—	Strict	monotheism—they	now	worship	Jesus,	the	God-man,	despite	the	fact	that	1)	their	
most	cherished	belief	has	been,	“Hear,	O	Israel:	The	Lord	our	God,	the	Lord	is	one”	(Deut.	
6:4);	and	2)	man-worship	has	always	been	considered	blasphemy	and	punishable	by	
death.lxvi	
—	The	Sabbath—they	no	longer	observe	it	even	though	they’ve	always	believed	that	
breaking	the	Sabbath	was	punishable	by	death	(Ex.	31:14).lxvii	

—	And	it’s	not	just	the	New	Testament	writers	who	do	this—thousands	of	Jerusalem	Jews,	including	
Pharisee	priests,	convert	to	Christianity	and	join	the	New	Testament	writers	in	abandoning	these	
treasured	beliefs	and	practices.lxviii	
—	Second,	not	only	do	these	new	believers	abandon	their	long-held	beliefs	and	practices,	they	also	
adopt	some	new	radical	ones.	These	include:lxix	

—	Sunday,	a	work	day,	as	the	new	day	of	worshiplxx	
—	Baptism	as	a	new	sign	that	one	was	a	partaker	of	the	new	covenant	(as	circumcision	was	a	
sign	of	the	old	covenant)lxxi	
—	Communion	as	an	act	of	remembrance	of	Christ’s	sacrifice	for	their	sinslxxii	

	
The	Resurrection	of	Jesus	

—	We	will	address	this	next	week.		
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