
Nehemiah	Principles	of	Success	–	Living	a	Life	of	Significance	–	Nehemiah	6	
FBC	Nacogdoches	–	Sunday,	September	22,	2019	–	A.M.	Message	

Message	Description	
—	Our	lives	are	valuable.	They	are	so	valuable	that	Christ	died	to	redeem	and	restore	our	individual	lives.	But…	many	
squander	life.	Many	allow	life	to	be	consumed	by	distractions,	insignificant	pursuits,	and	trivial	concerns.	How	can	we	
make	our	lives	count?	How	can	we	make	our	lives	count	for	the	glory	of	God?	In	our	continued	study	of	Nehemiah,	we	
will	discover	this	week	how	to	live	a	life	of	real	significance.	In	this	message	we	will	study	the	priorities	and	
commitments	of	Nehemiah	and	see	how	that	focus	can	redeem	our	own	lives.	

	
Introduction	

—	Have	you	ever	wondered	what	the	value	of	your	life	really	is?	
—	What	are	you	worth?	
—	Consider	this…	

—	Value	is	determined	by	how	much	someone	is	willing	to	pay	for	something.	
—	Even	if	that	makes	the	value	seem	exaggerated…	
—	Take	a	look	at	this	penny…	

—	Old	
—	Worn	
—	Mistakenly	struck	with	the	wrong	metal	at	the	Denver	Mint	in	1943.	
—	Represents	itself	as	worth	one	cent.	

—	Sold	in	September	2010	for	$1,700,000.i	
—	What	is	the	value	of	the	penny?	

—	The	value	is	determined	by	what	someone	will	pay	for	it.	
—	Hence	the	value	is	not	$0.01	but	$1,700,00.00.	

—	What	is	your	value?	
—	I	don’t	know	what	you	feel	about	your	own	value…	

—	Sometimes	we	are	pretty	hard	on	ourselves…	
—	But	the	truth	is…	

—	God	created	you.	
—	God	saw	that	you	were	corrupted	by	sin.	

—	You	were	marred.	
—	You	were	wrong	(sinful)	to	the	core.	
—	Just	like	the	penny	was	defective…	

—	God	purchased	you	with	the	blood	of	his	Son.	
—	That	determines	your	value!	

—	Your	value	is	unmeasurable.	
—	We	measure	things	by	comparing	them	with	other	things.	
—	There	is	nothing	to	compare	your	worth	to.	

—	Your	life	is	valuable.	
—	So,	it	should	count	for	something.	
—	Think	about	this	for	a	moment…	

—	What	if	your	life	is	more	important	to	what	God	wants	to	do	in	this	world	than	you	realize?	
—	What	if	your	part	is	bigger	than	you	have	imagined?	
—	What	if	you	are	not	only	valuable	to	God	but	key	to	his	plan?	

—	Your	life	is	significant.	
—	But,	the	truth	is,	whatever	our	value	or	how	God	wants	to	use	us,	often	our	lives	are	squandered.	

—	Like…	
—	An	unused	gift	card	
—	An	unredeemed	coupon	
—	An	uncashed	check	

—	We’ve	invented	so	many	new	ways	to	squander	life…	
—	Games	
—	Social	media	
—	Television	

—	Let’s	learn	today	how	to	redeem	our	lives.	
—	Let’s	learn	today	how	to	make	sure	we	are	living	lives	of	significance.	

—	We	are	studying	the	work	of	Nehemiah.	
—	The	burden	



—	The	building	
—	Last	week	he	overcame	the	temptation	to	quit	in	the	middle	part…	
—	Let’s	see	what	is	next…	

—	Read	Nehemiah	6:1-9.	
—	6:2	

—	Ono	was	about	25-35	miles	northwest	of	Jerusalem.	
—	So,	this	was	not	an	insignificant	request.	

—	6:3-4	
—	These	two	verses	provide	some	of	the	best	wisdom	for	living	a	life	of	significance	
that	can	be	found	in	the	Bible!	

—	6:5-7	
—	Spreading	false	and	malicious	rumors	is	a	primary	tactic	by	Satan.	

—	We	must	be	on	guard	against	this	tactic.	
—	6:8	

—	Inventing	rumors	out	of	their	own	head…	
—	Not	the	first	or	the	last	time	that	has	happened.	

—	6:9	
—	Notice	the	over-arching	purpose	of	the	enemies…	

—	To	keep	Nehemiah	from	doing	the	work.	
—	That	purpose	is	critical	to	understanding	Nehemiah	6:3-4.	

—	Here	is	what	I	want	you	notice	about	Nehemiah’s	life	this	morning…	
—	Nehemiah’s	life	counted	for	something.	

—	From	cupbearer	to	the	one	who	modeled	the	mission	of	Christ.	
—	From	cupbearer	to	the	one	who	paved	the	way	for	Christ.	
—	From	cupbearer	to	the	one	who	restored	a	city,	a	nation,	a	people…	
—	From	cupbearer	to	the	one	who	ushered	in	a	revival…	

—	Are	you	living	a	life	of	significance,	or	is	your	life	being	squandered?	
—	Is	your	life	being	consumed	by	the	trivial?	

—	Jesus	said…	
—	John	10:10b	|	… I have come so that they may have life and have it in abundance. (CSB)  

—	Abundant	living	means	a	life	of	value	and	significance.	
—	But	many	are	not	embracing	the	fullness	of	the	life	Jesus	died	so	that	we	might	live.	

—	And	that	is	very	sad.	
—	What	if	I	found	out	that	my	wife’s	engagement	ring	was	fake?	

—	The	illustration	of	the	fake	ring…	[Didn’t	use	this	illustration.]	
—	How	do	we	live	a	life	of	significance	amidst	so	much	temptation	and	distraction?	

—	Well,	it	requires	a	certain…	
—	Boldness	
—	Brashness	
—	Defiance	
—	Commitment	

—	And	we	see	this	in	Nehemiah	6:3-4.	
—	Let’s	read	these	aloud,	together…	

—	Nehemiah	6:3	|	So I sent messengers to them, saying, “I am doing important work and cannot 
come down. Why should the work cease while I leave it and go down to you?” (CSB)  
—	Nehemiah	6:4	|	Four times they sent me the same proposal, and I gave them the same reply. 
(CSB)  

—	In	these	two	verses,	we	see	four	things	Nehemiah	did.	
—	These	are	the	four	things	that	will	make	the	difference	in	our	lives.	

How	to	Live	a	Life	of	Significance	
I.		Identify	the	most	important	activities	or	commitments.	

—	Nehemiah	6:3b	|	… I am doing important work... (CSB)  
—	In	many	translations,	instead	of	“important	work,”	it	is	translated	“great	work.”	

—	I	like	how	that	reads.	
—	The	word	is	 לֹודָּג  (gā·ḏôl). 

—	Here	is	Nehemiah’s	situation…	
—	He	was	doing	something	that	mattered.	
—	He	was	doing	something	that	God	had	called	him	and	prepared	him	to	do.	
—	He	was	doing	something	that	would	make	a	lasting	difference	for	the	Kingdom	of	God	and	in	
people’s	lives.	
—	He	was	doing	something	that	honored	the	Lord.	



—	Nehemiah	wasn’t	going	to…	
—	Take	two	or	three	days	off	to	travel	to	Ono.	
—	Waste	his	time	in	a	meeting	that	would	not	help	him	get	his	work	done.	
—	Then	take	two	or	three	days	to	travel	back	from	Ono	to	Jerusalem.	

—	Nehemiah	had	already	identified	what	was	important…	
—	Nehemiah	2:17	|	So I said to them, “You see the trouble we are in. Jerusalem lies in ruins and its 
gates have been burned. Come, let’s rebuild Jerusalem’s wall, so that we will no longer be a disgrace.” 
(CSB)  

—	If	we	want	to	live	a	life	of	significance,	we	must	do	what	Nehemiah	did.	
—	In	three	ways/areas…	

1.		In	the	big	areas	of	life…	
2.		In	the	present	season	of	life…	
3.		Today…	

—	How	can	we	do	this?	
—	Let’s	look	at	the	three	big	areas	of	life…	

A.		Big	areas…	
—	Questions	

—	When	you	die	and	people	look	back	over	your	life,	what	do	you	want	them	to	say?	
—	What	do	you	want	your	spouse	to	say	was	the	significance	of	your	life?	
—	What	do	you	want	your	children	to	say	was	the	significance	of	your	life?	

—	What	do	you	want	to	characterize	your	marriage?	
—	What	impact	do	you	want	your	life	to	have	for	the	Kingdom	of	God?	

—	If	you	don’t	ask	these	big	questions,	you	will	squander	your	life.	
B.		Let’s	look	at	the	present	season	of	life…	

—	Maybe	you	are…	
—	In	high	school	
—	In	college	
—	A	young	family	
—	A	busy	teen	family	
—	Empty	nesters	
—	Retired…	

—	How	can	your	life	be	significant	now?	
—	Too	often	we	lose	whole	seasons	of	life.	

—	Whole	seasons	consumed	by	the	hectic	or	the	trivial…	
—	Talk	with	someone	one	or	two	seasons	ahead	of	you	and	ask	if	they	
have	regrets	about	how	they	forfeited	a	season	of	their	life	to	
insignificance.	

C.		Let’s	look	at	today…	
—	We	often	underestimate	the	value	of	today.	

—	This	season	of	your	life	will	be	sum	of	your	days.	
—	Your	whole	life	is	the	sum	of	your	days.	

—	If	we	are	not	intentional	about	today,	then	our	good	intentions	about	this	season	or	this	
lifetime	will	be	hollow.	
—	What	I’ve	started	doing	each	week	and	each	day…	

—	I	prayerfully	write	down	how	I	want	my	week	to	be	significant.	
—	Not	more	than	three	things.	

—	I	prayerfully	write	down	how	I	want	my	day	to	be	significant.	
—	Not	more	than	three	things.	

—	And	then	I	snap	a	photo	of	that	and	send	it	to	some	people.	
—	For	more	than	one	reason,	but	the	accountability	of	knowing	
someone	is	looking	it	over	helps	with	my	consistency.	

—	Nehemiah	clearly	identified	the	most	important	(the	great)	works,	and	he	refused	to	compromise	those.	
—	To	live	a	life	of	significance,	we	must	do	the	same.	

II.		Always	choose	the	best	over	the	good.	
—	Nehemiah	6:3c	|	… I cannot come down… (CSB)  
—	Let’s	look	closely	at	Nehemiah’s	refusal	to	meet	with	Sanballat,	Tobiah,	and	Geshem…	

—	Is	it	a	good	idea	to	meet	with	people	with	whom	you	have	differences	or	questions?	
—	Generally,	yes.	
—	Meeting	is	generally	good	(especially	when	it	is	done	according	to	scriptural	instructions).	



—	I	don’t	think	I’ve	ever	refused	to	meet	with	someone	with	the	exception	of	the	
people	in	Nacogdoches	who	want	to	talk	about	space	aliens	and	the	people	who	want	
to	me	to	bless	their	pets.	

—	But	look	at	the	tradeoff	that	is	at	stake	in	Nehemiah’s	decision…	
—	If	Nehemiah	meets	with	these	three	men,	it	will	take	days	and	days.	
—	Nehemiah	will	have	to	leave	the	work.	
—	The	work	will	stop.	
—	The	whole	project	might	end	(especially	if	Nehemiah	is	captured	or	killed).	

—	What	would	have	been	accomplished	at	the	meeting?	
—	Maybe	some	slightly	better	relations...	
—	Maybe	not…	

—	Probably	not.	
—	The	meeting	might	be	a	“good”	thing,	but	if	Nehemiah	has	to	give	up	the	“best”	thing,	then	it	would	be	a	
poor	choice	to	go.	
—	Nehemiah	chose	the	best	over	the	good.	

—	For	us…	
—	Many	of	the	decisions	we	must	make	to	live	a	life	of	significance	will	not	be…	

—	The	good	versus	the	bad.	
—	But	the	decisions	will	be…	

—	The	best	versus	the	good.	
—	The	good	can	often	be	the	enemy	of	the	best.	

—	How	has	this	played	out	in	my	life?	
—	When	my	kids	were	younger	and	dance	lessons	were	taking	over	our	lives.	

—	The	good:	Dance	lessons	
—	The	best:	Family	and	church	

—	When	we	had	an	opportunity	to	adopt.	
—	The	good:	Fund	retirement,	sooner	empty	nest	
—	The	best:	Share	the	gospel	and	the	love	of	Christ	with	a	beautiful	girl	created	in	the	image	of	
God	who	had	no	family.	

—	Educational	pursuits	
—	The	good:	Be	available	for	full-time	ministry	immediately	
—	The	best:	Invest	early	in	academic	preparations	

—	This	represent	a	real	regret	in	my	life.	
—	I’ve	sought	to	compensate.	

—	I	have	committed	myself	to	reading	more,	studying	more,	working	harder	
than	the	average	bear…	

—	But	the	good	became	an	enemy	of	the	best.	
—	Political	news	

—	The	good:	Closely	following	all	of	the	political	news	of	the	day…	
—	The	best:	Investing	that	time	in	my	family	and	my	ministry…	

—	Every	day	you	face	choices	concerning	the	good	versus	the	best…	
—	With	how	we	will	invest	our…	

—	Time	
—	Energy	
—	Resources	

—	A	person	who	lives	a	life	of	significance,	recognizes/discerns	the	difference.	
—	I	have	a	friend	(and	former	staff	member)	who	has	recently	been	called	to	be	a	senior	pastor.	

—	We	were	talking	about	how	he	will	begin	his	ministry	at	his	new	church.	
—	He	had	questions	for	me	and	for	others	seeking	advice	and	wisdom.	
—	So,	I	have	been	giving	it	some	thought.	Thinking	about	exactly	what	to	say	to	him.	
—	And	here	is	what	I’ve	come	up	with…	

—	The	most	consequential	(significant)	decision	I	make	as	a	pastor	is	this:	
—	What	is	good,	and	what	is	best?	

—	I	have	a	whole	lot	of	things	I	can	do…	
—	I	can	start	a	class	here…	
—	I	can	seek	to	establish	a	relationship	there…	
—	I	can	meet	with	this	person	to	encourage	their	walk…	
—	I	can	counsel	this	person…	
—	I	can	spend	5	hours	on	a	sermon	or	25	hours	on	a	sermon…	
—	I	can	spend	5	minutes	a	day	praying	for	church	members	or	I	can	spend	an	hour	a	
day…	



—	I	can’t	do	all	of	those	things.	
—	So,	the	most	important,	critical	decision	I	make	every	day	is	choosing	what	is	BEST.	

—	That	single	decision	(repeated	decision)	will	determine	the	significance	of	my	
ministry.	

—	The	same	thing	is	true	for	you.	
—	With	your	day…	
—	With	your	family…	

III.		Stay	at	the	task.	
—	We	will	make	this	point	extremely	brief,	but	take	a	look	at	end	of	Nehemiah	6:3…	

—	Nehemiah	6:3d	|	… Why should the work cease while I leave it and go down to you? (CSB)  
—	We	can’t	accomplish	everything	in	a	day.	

—	In	fact,	we	might	not	be	able	to	accomplish	much	in	a	day.	
—	But	if	we	will	string	the	days	together,	there	is	no	limit	to	what	we	can	do.	

—	We	often	underestimate	the	value	of	consistency.	
—	We	know	what	I’m	about	to	say,	but	it	is	hard	to	live	like	we	know	it…	

—	These	things	don’t	have	much	impact	if	you	do	them	or	you	do	not…	
—	One	date	with	your	wife…	
—	One	Saturday	with	your	kids	with	the	TV	turned	off…	
—	One	hour	of	vigorous	exercise…	
—	One	hundred	dollars	invested	in	your	retirement…	

—	But	if	you	do	them	over	and	over	and	over,	the	value	is	overwhelming!	
—	How	about	these…	

—	Let	me	give	you	another	list…	
—	One	day	of	fasting	and	prayer…	
—	One	month	committed	to	reading	the	book	of	Romans	four	times	through…	
—	One	day	volunteering	working	in	missions…	
—	One	hour	of	serving	through	the	church…	
—	A	one-time	tithe	of	your	paycheck…	

—	But	if	you	do	these	over	and	over	and	over,	the	value	is	overwhelming!	
—	Nehemiah	could	have	said…	

—	A	few	days	working	or	not	working	won’t	really	matter	one	way	or	another…	
—	But	Nehemiah	knew	if	the	wall	was	going	to	get	rebuilt,	it	would	happen	with	consistency.	

IV.		Persist	at	resisting	distractions.	
—	Nehemiah	6:4	|	Four times they sent me the same proposal, and I gave them the same reply. (CSB)  
—	Nehemiah	didn’t	just	have	to	screen	out	the	distractions	once.	

—	Four	times	(and	really	five	times	if	your	read	Nehemiah	6:5)	Nehemiah	had	to	reestablish	his	priorities.	
—	What	are	the	distractions	that	keep	popping	up	and	leading	you	away	from	doing	what	is	great	and	best?	

—	This	is	a	conversation	your	family	should	have	often.	
—	This	is	a	conversation	you	should	have	with	your	spouse	often.	
—	This	is	a	conversation	you	should	have	before	the	Lord	often.	

—	Don’t	be	surprised	if	this	is	a	lifelong	struggle.	
—	We	live	in	a	fallen	world.	
—	But	it’s	worth	it	to	live	a	life	of	significance.	

—	Persist	at	resisting	distractions.	
Conclusion	

—	I	don’t	want	to	just	twist	emotions	this	morning,	but	can	I	ask	an	emotional	question?	
—	One	day	you	are	going	to	die.	
—	That	may	seem	like	a	long	way	away,	and	I	hope	it	is,	but	it	is	inevitable	apart	from	the	soon	return	
of	Christ.	
—	Some	pastor	is	going	to	sit	down	to	prepare	for	your	funeral…	

—	Three	parts	to	every	funeral	message…	
—	Part	1:	Words	of	comfort	to	the	family	and	friends	
—	Part	3:	Gospel	message	
—	Part	2:	The	person’s	significance	

—	What	do	you	want	the	pastor	to	say	when	he	gets	to	part	2?	
—	What	are	you	going	to	prioritize	to	make	that	happen?	
—	What	are	you	going	to	have	to	resist	to	make	that	happen?	
—	What	are	you	going	to	do	this	week	to	make	that	happen?	

—	Let’s	choose	to	live	a	life	of	significance	like	Nehemiah.	
—	It	starts	with	a	relationship	with	Christ…	[Gospel]	



	
	
Discussion	Guide	
	
Connect	

• Who	is	someone	you	have	known	who	stands	out	to	you	as	someone	who	lived	life	well?	Why	do	you	think	that	about	
that	person?	

	
Discover	

• Which	statement	or	experience	stood	out	to	you	from	the	worship	service?	
• Read	Nehemiah	6:2-3.	

o How	can	you	tell	when	a	request,	an	opportunity,	or	an	idea	is	something	you	should	do	or	something	you	
should	ignore?	

o What	are	some	activities	often	consume	much	time	and	energy	but	yield	no	honor	to	God	or	lasting	joy	to	the	
individual?	

o When	someone	says,	“Choose	the	best	over	the	good,”	what	do	they	mean?	What	are	some	good	things	that	
you	should	give	up	for	the	best	things?	

• Read	Nehemiah	6:4-9.	
o Nehemiah’s	enemies	were	persistent	in	their	attempt	to	distract	him	from	the	important	work	he	was	doing.	

How	are	you	tempted	to	get	distracted	from	the	important	activities,	projects,	and	tasks	in	your	life?	
o How	do	families	get	distracted	from	the	most	significant	things?	
o How	do	churches	get	distracted	from	the	most	significant	things?	

• Read	Matthew	6:33,	Matthew	22:34-39.	
o What	does	Matthew	6:33	teach	about	how	to	determine	the	most	important	priorities	in	life?	
o What	does	Matthew	22:34-39	teach	about	how	to	determine	the	most	important	priorities	in	life?	
o Why	is	it	so	hard	to	prioritize	our	lives	according	to	these	passages	in	the	gospel	of	Matthew?	

• Read	Luke	18:18-23.	
o This	young	ruler	seemed	to	get	three	key	things	right.	First,	he	revered	Jesus	enough	to	seek	him	out	to	ask	

this	important	question.	Second,	he	desired	eternal	life.	Third,	he	lived	a	moral	life	and	worked	to	keep	the	
commandments.	So,	what	went	wrong?	How	did	he	fail	to	choose	the	best	over	the	good?	

o The	rich	young	ruler	struggled	with	letting	go	of	wealth.	What	other	kinds	of	things	cause	people	the	same	
problems?	

o How	would	you	have	counseled	the	rich	young	ruler?	
	
Respond	

• Write	down	a	list	of	four	or	five	things	you	want	to	be	known	for	at	the	end	of	your	life.	Then	write	down	three	or	four	
things	that	distract	you	and	consume	your	time	and	energy.	Talk	with	the	Lord	about	how	you	will	choose	the	former	
over	the	latter.	

• What	are	some	daily	habits	you	can	develop	to	help	you	to	live	a	life	that	always	seeks	the	Lord	and	that	helps	you	live	
a	life	of	significance?	

	
Bonus	for	Thinkers	

• How	does	Nehemiah’s	behavior	in	Nehemiah	6	mesh	with	Christ’s	instructions	in	Matthew	18:15-17?	
	
	
Principles	

—	A	successful	person	identifies	the	most	important	tasks.	
—	A	successful	person	chooses	the	best	over	the	good.	
—	A	successful	person	stays	at	the	task.	
—	A	successful	person	is	persistent	at	resisting	distractions.	

	
Thoughts	

—	What	are	the	great	works	that	get	squeezed	out?	
—	Prayer	

—	In	what	areas	do	we	need	to	apply	these	principles?	



—	Family	
—	Finances	
—	Church	
—	Time	

—	succeed	
	
Christ	in	Nehemiah	

• Swindoll:	Nehemiah	leaves	an	exalted	position	to	identify	with	the	plight	of	his	people	and	lead	them	into	restoration.	
	
Text	Notes	
	
General	

• In	dealing	with	this	text	about	the	invitations,	we	need	to	be	reminded	that	chapters	4	through	6	of	Nehemiah	run	
parallel	to	chapter	3	of	Nehemiah.	In	chapter	3	we	have	a	record	of	the	entire	wall	project.	In	chapters	4	through	6	we	
have	a	record	of	some	of	the	events	which	took	place	during	that	time.ii	
	

Nehemiah	6:2	
• plain	of	Ono.	Located	S	of	Joppa	on	the	western	extremity	of	Judah	along	the	seacoast.iii	
• Hakkephirim	in	the	plain	of	Ono.	This	unknown	place	is	presumably	near	the	town	of	Ono	(see	Ezra	2:33),	north	of	

Jerusalem,	perhaps	serving	as	a	kind	of	neutral	ground.	iv	
• On	Sanballat,	Tobiah,	and	Geshem	(v.1),	see	the	comments	on	2:10,	and	on	19.	“Ono”	(v.2)	was	located	seven	miles	

southeast	of	Joppa	near	Lod	(Lydda).	It	was	in	the	westernmost	area	settled	by	the	returning	Jews	(Ezra	2:33;	Neh	
7:37;	11:35).v	

• The	plain	of	Ono	was	located	about	twenty	miles	north	and	slightly	west	of	Jerusalem,	i.e.,	in	post-exilic	Samaria,	just	
east	of	Joppa.vi	

• The	place	the	invitation	invited	Nehemiah	to	go	to	for	the	meeting	was	the	“plain	of	Ono.”	It	was	some	twenty-five	to	
thirty-five	miles	from	Jerusalem	“near	Lydda,	in	the	plain	country	bordering	on	Philistia”	(Rawlinson).	It	was	a	very	
suspicious	place	for	having	a	conference.	Why	could	not	the	conference	be	in	or	near	Jerusalem?	What	made	it	
necessary	to	meet	so	far	away?	The	answer,	of	course,	is	that	the	evil	in	the	invitation	made	it	necessary	to	meet	at	a	
considerable	distance	from	Jerusalem.	The	enemy	wanted	to	get	Nehemiah	away	from	Jerusalem,	away	from	his	place	
of	duty,	and	away	from	the	place	where	he	was	doing	so	much	for	the	Lord.vii	

	
Nehemiah	6:3	

• Nehemiah’s	sharp	reply	(v.3)	may	seem	like	a	haughty	rebuff	to	a	reasonable	invitation.	But	he	correctly	discerned	the	
insincerity	of	his	enemies	and	their	evil	designs.	His	own	utter	dedication	to	the	great	enterprise	of	the	wall	made	that	
his	top	priority.	He	refused	to	be	distracted	with	lesser	matters	that	would	divert	and	dissipate	his	energies.viii	

• ‘The	great	work’	of	rebuilding	the	walls	was	one	for	which	Nehemiah	was	responsible;	and	it	was	no	doubt	literally	
true	that	if	he	quitted	the	city	there	would	at	once	be	a	cessation	in	the	prosecution	of	the	work.ix	

• The	principal	ground	of	his	refusal	was,	that	his	seizure	or	death	at	their	hands	would	certainly	put	a	stop	to	the	
further	progress	of	the	fortifications.x	

• Nehemiah	recognized	(or	at	least	suspected)	their	intentions	to	harm	him	and	declined	on	the	best	of	grounds:	
“Thanks,	but	I	am	too	busy	to	come	to	a	meeting;	I	have	more	important	business	to	conduct.”xi	

• The	first	reason	Nehemiah	gave	for	refusing	the	invitation	was	that	his	work	in	Jerusalem	had	higher	priority	than	the	
meeting	the	enemies	proposed.	This	was	a	very	good	reason.	Nehemiah	had	his	priorities	right.	He	viewed	God’s	work	
(the	wall-building)	as	of	utmost	importance	(“great	work”).	Hence,	it	was	wrong	for	him	to	accept	this	invitation.xii	

• The	second	reason	Nehemiah	gave	for	refusing	the	invitation	was	that	his	presence	was	essential	in	Jerusalem	if	the	
work	on	the	walls	was	to	be	completed.	If	he	left,	the	work	would	stop.	xiii	

• Nehemiah	understood	that	the	work	he	was	called	to	do	was	so	significant	that	he	had	no	time	for	petty	distractions.xiv	
• When	busy	for	the	Lord,	Nehemiah	was	tempted	to	meet	his	enemies	in	the	plain	Ono.	His	reply?	A	plain	‘O,	no’	

(Nehemiah	6:2–4)!	Could	you	do	the	same?xv	
	
Nehemiah	6:4	



• These	men	repeated	their	invitation	“four	times,”	which	shows	their	desperation	to	halt	the	work.	Repeated	
temptation	can	also	weaken	one’s	resistance.	Nehemiah	stood	firm	and	was	careful	not	to	let	the	opposition	divert	
him	from	his	main	purpose.xvi	

• It	is	a	good	illustration	of	the	fact	that	the	enemy	of	our	soul	does	not	give	up	easily.	Your	first	refusal	will	seldom	be	
enough	to	stop	many	attacks.	The	enemy	will	solicit	again	and	again.	He	does	not	let	a	refusal	stop	him.	Many	are	often	
defeated	by	this	persistency	of	the	enemy.	They	do	not	have	the	resolve	to	keep	refusing,	and	so	eventually	they	yield	
to	the	persistent	solicitation	to	sin.xvii	

	
Nehemiah	6:5	

• open	letter.	Official	letters	were	typically	rolled	up	and	sealed	with	an	official	signet	by	the	letter’s	sender	or	one	of	
his	assisting	officials.	An	open	or	unsealed	letter	was	not	only	a	sign	of	disrespect	and	open	criticism,	but	also	
suggested	the	information	therein	was	public	knowledge.	The	goal	of	this	document	was	to	intimidate	Nehemiah	into	
stopping	the	work.xviii	

	
Nehemiah	6:15	

• Aug./Sept.,	445	b.c.	Knowing	that	the	project	lasted	52	days,	it	commenced	on	the	fourth	of	Ab	(Jul./Aug.)	445	b.c.xix	
• Elul	was	the	sixth	month	(August–September),	so	it	has	been	less	than	six	months	since	Nehemiah	spoke	to	the	king.	

xx	
	
Nehemiah	6:16	

• The	children	of	Israel	rebuilt	the	wall	around	Jerusalem	in	an	incredible	fifty-two	days.	Even	their	enemies	recognized	
this	accomplishment	as	a	miracle	engineered	not	only	by	Nehemiah	and	the	children	of	Israel	but	by	God	Himself	(see	
Neh.	6:16).xxi	

	
Penny	Photoxxii	
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