
Nehemiah	Principles	of	Success	–	How	to	Overcome	Obstacles	–	Nehemiah	4	
FBC	Nacogdoches	–	Sunday,	September	15,	2019	–	A.M.	Message	

Message	Description	
—	When	we	seek	to	do	something	significant	for	the	Lord,	whether	it	relates	to	raising	godly	children,	building	strong	
families,	influencing	our	family	and	friends	for	the	gospel,	going	to	school,	or	conducting	some	ministry,	there	will	
always	be	obstacles.	In	Nehemiah	4	we	see	the	obstacles	Nehemiah	faced	(for	the	most	part,	the	same	ones	we	face)	
and	what	he	did	to	overcome	them.	In	this	message	we	will	learn	how	to	know	the	strength	and	encouragement	of	the	
Lord	to	have	the	same	success	Nehemiah	had.	

	
Introduction	

—	Turn	with	me	to	Nehemiah	4.	
—	Have	you	ever	noticed	that	when	you	begin	a	major	project,	there	are	several	emotional	stages.	

—	Excited	about	the	future…	
—	Fearful	as	you	count	the	cost…	
—	Relieved	as	you	begin	the	work…	
—	Frustrated	as	the	obstacles	mount…	

—	This	is	when	people	usually	quit.	
—	Re-energized	because	the	end	is	in	sight…	
—	Victorious	because	the	job	is	done…	

—	The	danger	time	is	that	middle	emotional	stage	when	the	obstacles	mount.	
—	That	is	when	we	most	often	quit.	
—	That	is	why	we	have	so	many	“used-to”	stories…	

—	I	used	to	be	in	ministry.	
—	I	used	to	be	married.	
—	I	used	to	be	in	school.	
—	I	used	to	be	serving	the	Lord.	
—	I	used	to	be	studying	for	the	ministry.	
—	I	used	to	be	in	an	exercise	program.	
—	I	used	to	be	committed	to	a	daily	Bible	reading	program.	
—	I	used	to	be	chasing	after	the	calling	the	Lord	had	placed	on	my	life.	

—	Climbing	Mount	LeConte	a	few	years	ago…	
—	Details…	

—	Alum	Cave	Trail	
—	10.7	miles	(out	and	back)	
—	3,008	elevation	gain	
—	Took	about	eight	hours	

—	The	start	was	exciting.		
—	When	we	approached	the	crest,	it	was	exhilarating.	
—	The	middle	was	excruciating.	

—	As	we	continue	our	study	of	Nehemiah,	today	we	are	going	to	see	him	in	this	middle	stage.	
—	Today	we	will	learn	how	he	overcame	obstacles	and	persevered.	
—	We	will	learn	how	we	can	overcome	obstacles	and	persevere.	

—	I’m	excited	about	what	we	will	learn	this	morning	because	I	need	the	reminder.	
—	But	let	me	begin	with	a	disclaimer	about	something	that	often	confuses.	

—	Today	we	are	learning	biblical	principles	about	how	to	overcome	obstacles…	
—	These	principles	teach	us	how	to	live	in	God’s	family	and	bring	honor	to	him.	
—	This	is	not	the	same	as	“How	to	please	God”	or	“How	to	be	accepted	by	God.”	

—	Gospel	message	
—	So	what	are	you	seeking	to	do	for	which	you	may	face	obstacles?	

—	Church	
—	Ministry	
—	Marriage	
—	Child	rearing	
—	Evangelism	
—	School	

—	Let	us	see	what	Nehemiah	was	doing…	
—	Background…	
—	Read	Nehemiah	4:1-3,	10-12,	as	we	look	for	his	obstacles.	



—	We	must	recognize	these	obstacles	for	what	they	are.	
—	In	Nehemiah,	these	are	weapons	in	the	hand	of	Satan	to	stop	progress.	
—	We	are	in	a	struggle	with	spiritual	forces	that	mean	to	deter	us.	

—	Ephesians	6:12	|	For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 
rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this darkness, against evil, 
spiritual forces in the heavens. (CSB)  

—	Satan	means	to	destroy	us.	
—	John	10:10	|	A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I have come so that they 
may have life and have it in abundance. (CSB)  

—	Satan	means	to	devour	us.	
—	1	Peter	5:8	|	Be sober-minded, be alert. Your adversary the devil is prowling around 
like a roaring lion, looking for anyone he can devour. (CSB)  

—	Satan	is	scheming	against	us.	
—	Ephesians	6:11	|	Put on the full armor of God so that you can stand against the 
schemes of the devil. (CSB)  

—	Satan	is	shooting	his	flaming	arrows.	
—	Ephesians	6:16	|	In every situation take up the shield of faith with which you can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. (CSB)  

—	We	must	take	up	the	shield	of	faith	and	extinguish	these	attacks.	
—	Satan’s	attacks…	

A.		Ridicule	(Nehemiah	4:1-3)	
—	Ridicule	intentions	(2a)	

—	In	the	ESV,	Sanballat	asks,	“Will	they	restore	it	for	themselves?”	
—	Questioning	their	motives	

—	Ridicule	determination	(2b)	
—	Nehemiah	4:2b	|	…Will they ever finish it? … (CSB)  
—	Satan	will	whisper	in	your	ear…	

—	Do	you	really	think	you	can	finish	this?		
—	Don’t	you	remember	what	happened	last	time	you	made	a	
commitment	like	this?	

—	Behind	all	successes	are	failures.		
—	The	difference	between	success	and	failure	is	more	often	
determination	than	anything	else.	

—	I	was	with	Johnny	Hunt	a	couple	weeks	ago…	
—	I	could	have	listed	100	of	his	successes…	
—	I	could	not	have	listed	any	failures…	
—	Until	I	spoke	with	him	and	learned	his	failures	formed	the	
fabric	and	foundation	of	his	successes.	

—	Ridicule	resources	(2c)	
—	Sanballat’s	question	was,	“Do	you	really	think	you	have	the	resources	to	
do	this?”	
—	Living	by	faith…	

—	Ridicule	abilities	(3)	
—	Nehemiah	4:3	|	Then Tobiah the Ammonite, who was beside him, said, 
“Indeed, even if a fox climbed up what they are building, he would break down 
their stone wall!” (CSB)  
—	Let	me	tell	you	some	phrases	that	I	believe	break	God’s	heart...	

—	“I	can’t	do	that;	I	just	don’t	know	enough...”	
—	“I	can’t;	I’m	just	not	gifted	to	do	that...”	
—	“I	can’t;	I	don’t	have	the	personality,	intellect,	ability...”	
—	“I	could	never	become	a	missionary...”	
—	“I	could	never	be	a	teacher...”	
—	“I	could	never	share	my	faith	with	a	lost	person...”	
—	“I	won’t	ever	be	successful	at	such	and	such...”	

—	A	couple	weeks	ago,	I	attended	a	pastor’s	conference	with	Johnny	
Hunt.	

—	God	has	used	him	to	probably	lead	more	people	to	Jesus	
than	about	any	other	person	living	today.	
—	When	God	saved	him,	he	was	a	young	alcoholic	pool-hustler.	
—	He	reflected	on	his	life	and	said	someone	encouraged	him	to	
think	this	thought	when	he	was	first	saved…	



—	What	if	God	wants	to	use	you	for	something	great?	
—	What	if	you	are	way	more	important	to	God’s	work	
than	you	or	anyone	else	could	imagine?	

—	And	that	motivated	him	to	live	by	faith!	
—	When	you	say,	“I	can’t...”,	you	are	sinning	in	one	of	three	ways...	

1.		You	are	hiding	behind	an	excuse,	and	you	know	it.	
2.		You	have	a	misunderstanding	of	how	God	works	and	from	
where	the	power	and	strength	for	success	will	come.	

—	God	is	not	looking	for	a	perfect	person.	
—	In	fact,	your	imperfections	may	enhance	your	
qualifications.	

3.		You	are	denying	that	God	has	the	power	or	ability	to	accomplish	
the	task.	

B.		Discouragement	(Nehemiah	4:10)	
—	One	of	Satan’s	most	potent	weapons.	
—	I	struggle	with	discouragement.	

—	Running	joke	at	my	house,	“Do	you	think	I	could	get	a	pizza	delivery	
job?”	

C.		Fear	(Nehemiah	4:11)	
—	Fear	can	be	a	serious	issue…	

D.		Negativity	(Nehemiah	4:12)	
—	They	came	TEN	times!	(in	ESV,	KJV,	NASB,	NIV,	NKJV)	
—	I’ve	learned	there	will	always	be	negative	people.	

—	It	doesn’t	take	a	brain	surgeon	to	be	negative.	
—	Any	old	buzzard	can	find	a	carcass	on	the	side	of	the	road.	
—	I	know	exactly	what	it	is	like	to	have	people	tell	you	something	ten	times	
like	they	think	you’re	too	blind	to	see	it	for	yourself.	

—	So,	what	did	Nehemiah	do?	
How	to	Overcome	Obstacles	
I.		Give	uncontrollable	obstacles	to	God	in	prayer.	(Nehemiah	4:4)	

—	Read	Nehemiah	4:4-5,	9.	
—	Seems	like	an	odd	and	aggressive	prayer.	
—	We	are	certainly	supposed	to	forgive	those	who	wish	us	harm.	
—	But	it	is	also	right	to	ask	God	to	judge	injustice	and	thwart	the	plans	of	those	who	would	hinder	God’s	
work.	

—	Psalm	5:10	|	Punish them, God; let them fall by their own schemes. Drive them out because of their 
many crimes, for they rebel against you. (CSB)  

—	Here	is	what	Nehemiah	knew…	
—	God	takes	total	responsibility	for	the	life	that	is	totally	committed	to	him.	

—	Scripture	reminders…	
—	Philippians	4:6	|	Don’t worry about anything, but in everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. (CSB)  
—	Philippians	4:7	|	And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
in Christ Jesus. (CSB)  
—	1	Peter	5:6–7	|	Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you at the 
proper time, casting all your cares on him, because he cares about you. (CSB)  
—	Luke	18:1	|	Now he told them a parable on the need for them to pray always and not give up. (CSB)  

— Parable about unrighteous judge 
—	Story	of	what	happened	last	night	with	the	insurance	thing…	

—	I	schemed.	
—	Donna	prayed.	
—	God	came	through.	

II.		Refuse	to	quit.	(Nehemiah	4:6,	15)	
—	Read	Nehemiah	4:6,	15.	
—	Don’t	stop,	4:6	

—	In	the	middle	of	the	storm	is	not	the	time	to	re-evaluate	your	commitments!	
—	Don’t	get	distracted,	4:15	

—	More	next	week	on	getting	distracted…	
—	We	should	not	be	surprised	when	there	are	obstacles.	

—	If	you	are	doing	anything	worthwhile,	there	will	be	obstacles.	



—	Changes	we	are	seeking	to	make	around	our	church	to	more	effectively…	
—	Just	say	with	Nehemiah,	“I	wondered	what	form	the	obstacles	would	come	in.	Oh	well,	let’s	keep	building	the	wall.”	
—	Examples…	

—	Marriage…	
—	Ministry…	

	 —	Evangelism…	
—	Let	Nehemiah	4:14	be	your	motto,	your	rallying	cry…	

—	Nehemiah	4:14b	|	Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the great and awe-inspiring Lord, and fight for your 
countrymen, your sons and daughters, your wives and homes. (CSB)  

—	We	can	spend	way	too	much	energy	focused	on	obstacles.	
—	Use	your	energy	to	move	forward.	

III.		Plan	and	prepare	for	more	obstacles.	(Nehemiah	4:16-18)	
—	Read	Nehemiah	4:16-18.	
—	To	keep	from	quitting	when	setbacks	come,	plan	on	setbacks.	
—	Anticipate	

—	Luke	14:28	|	For which of you, wanting to build a tower, doesn’t first sit down and calculate the cost to see if he 
has enough to complete it? (CSB)  

—	How	to	anticipate?	
—	Prepare	

—	Let	crises	find	your	walking	with	the	Lord.	
—	Karen	Nix:	“This	crisis	found	us	on	already	on	our	knees.”	

—	Notice	Paul	calls	the	Christian	life	a	fight.	
—	2	Timothy	4:7	|	I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. (CSB)  

—	Marriage…	
III.		Live	wisely.	(Nehemiah	4:16-18)	

—	Read	Nehemiah	4:16-18.	
—	Notice	that	there	was	a	combination	between	the	spiritual	(prayer)	and	the	practical	(wise	protection).	

—	This	is	an	important	distinction	that	many	Christians	miss.	
—	Some	Christians	are	all	prayer	no	wisdom…	
—	Some	Christians	are	all	wisdom	no	prayer…	

—	Prayer	without	watchfulness	is	presumption.	Watchfulness	without	prayer	is	sinful	self-confidence.	
—	Illustrations…	

—	We	pray	for	safety	and	wear	seatbelts.	
—	We	pray	the	Lord	will	provide	for	us,	but	we	save	money	for	emergencies.	
—	Matthew	26:41	|	Stay awake and pray, so that you won’t enter into temptation. The spirit is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.” (CSB)  

—	So	how	is	your	wall	building	out	of	alignment?	
—	In	your	family,	marriage…	
—	In	your	future	plans…	
—	In	your	finances…	
—	In	your	ministry…	

IV.		Help	one	another.	(Nehemiah	4:20)	
—		

Conclusion	
—	Earnest	Shackleton	

—	Early	20th	century	British	polar	explorer…	
—	Most	well-known	for	his	failed	Imperial	Trans-Antarctic	Expedition.	
—	Departed	South	Georgia	Island	on	December	5,	1914	with	22	people.	

—	He	named	his	ship,	“Endurance”	
—	On	January	19,	the	ship	was	stuck	in	the	ice.			

—	It	began	to	drift	South.	
—	On	May	1	the	sun	set	for	seventy	days.		

—	They	were	still	stuck	in	the	ice.	
—	On	July	11,	still	stuck	in	the	ice,	the	Weddell	Sea	experienced	one	of	its	most	severe	blizzards.	

—	Temperature	was	-23	F.	
—	Winds	were	70	mph.	
—	100	tons	of	snow	piled	up	against	the	ship,	nearly	covering	it.	

—	On	November	21,	1915	the	ship	sunk	(it	had	been	stuck	in	the	ice	for	281	days).			
—	The	men	escaped	to	the	ice	with	two	life	rafts.	



—	After	four	weeks	of	camping	on	the	ice,	on	December	20,	they	began	to	pull	the	boats	toward	
Elephant	Island.	
—	They	found	water	on	April	9,	and	rowed	to	Elephant	Island.			

—	This	was	the	first	time	they	had	touched	land	in	16	months.	
—	Elephant	Island	is	a	small,	uninhabitable	glacier	island.	

—	The	men	dug	up	old	seal	bones	and	stewed	them	in	sea	water	with	seaweed	for	food.	
—	Shackleton	set	sail	from	Elephant	Island	to	South	Georgia	with	five	men	in	a	lifeboat.	

—	The	ocean	south	of	Cape	Horn,	where	they	were	traveling,	is	known	to	be	the	most	
storm-swept	area	of	water	in	the	world.	

—	On	the	fourth	day	out,	they	experienced	a	severe	blizzard.	
—	The	lifeboat	began	to	freeze,	and	it	almost	sunk.	

—	On	the	eleventh	day,	Shackleton,	thought	he	saw	a	break	in	the	clouds	above	the	horizon,	but	it	
turned	out	to	be	the	crest	of	an	80	foot	tidal	wave.	
—	Those	in	the	lifeboat	lost	all	their	provisions,	including	the	ice	they	were	melting	for	drinking	
water.	
—	Later,	land	was	spotted,	but	a	hurricane	swept	the	lifeboat	further	away.			

—	They	nearly	died	of	thirst.	
—	When	land	was	finally	reached,	they	discovered	they	were	on	the	wrong	side	of	the	island.	
—	Shackleton	and	one	of	his	men	began	the	seventeen-mile	trek	over	4,500	foot	glaciers.	

—	No	one	had	ever	successfully	climbed	glaciers	that	large	before.	
—	The	first	time,	they	came	down	on	the	wrong	side	and	had	to	do	it	again.	

—	They	climbed	for	36	hours	without	stopping,	because	if	they	would	have	stopped,	they	
would	have	frozen	to	death.	

—	Finally,	they	reached	the	whaling	station.	
—	Shackleton,	immediately	got	a	ship	and	sailed	back	to	Elephant	Island	for	his	men.	
—	He	got	within	60	miles	of	the	Island	and	was	turned	back	by	the	ice.	
—	He	got	another	ship	and	got	within	100	miles	of	the	Island	and	was	turned	back	by	Ice	
—	He	got	another	ship	and	got	within	100	miles	of	the	Island	and	was	turned	back	due	to	mechanical	
failure.	
—	He	got	a	fourth	ship	and	rescued	his	men	on	August	30,	1916.			
—	They	all	survived.	

—	Instead	I	want	to	leave	you	with	a	short	passage	of	Scripture	and	let	the	Holy	Spirit	lead	your	imagination…	
—	Ephesians	2:8	|	For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift— 
(CSB)  
—	Ephesians	2:9	|	not from works, so that no one can boast. (CSB)  
—	Ephesians	2:10	|	For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
ahead of time for us to do. (CSB)  

—	What	has	the	Lord	prepared	for	you	and	given	you	the	privilege	to	do	for	his	Kingdom?	
—	What	obstacles	are	standing	in	your	way?	
—	What	are	you	going	to	do?	

	
	
Discussion	Guide	
	
Connect	

• What	is	one	thing	you	started	but	regrettably	never	finished?	What	kept	you	from	finishing?	
	
Discover	

• Which	statement	or	experience	stood	out	to	you	from	the	worship	service?	
• Read	Nehemiah	4:1-3,	11.	

o List	all	the	ways	you	can	find	that	Nehemiah’s	enemies	used	to	try	keep	him	and	the	people	from	rebuilding	
the	walls?	

o Which	of	the	attacks	employed	by	Nehemiah’s	enemies	were	most	likely	to	get	the	people	to	stop	working?	
Which	of	the	attacks	are	you	must	susceptible	to?	

o Why	do	you	think	the	attacks	were	unsuccessful?	
• Read	Ephesians	6:11-13,	16.	

o What	does	Ephesians	6:12	remind	us	about	the	true	identity	of	our	enemy?	
o In	what	ways	do	verses	11,	13,	16	give	assurances	that	all	is	not	hopeless	and	that	we	can	win	this	battle?	



o Verse	11	speaks	of	the	“schemes”	of	the	devil,	and	verse	16	speaks	of	the	“flaming	arrows”	of	the	evil	one.	
What	do	you	think	the	writer	is	talking	about	with	these	two	references?	Give	examples.	

• Read	Nehemiah	4:15-18.	
o Why	do	you	think	Nehemiah	had	the	builders	arm	themselves	with	weapons	of	war?	
o If	we	can	learn	from	Nehemiah’s	actions	how	we	should	prepare	for	future	spiritual	battles	and	future	

emotional	struggles,	then	what	should	we	do?	How	do	we	make	sure	we	are	prepared	for	future	warfare?	
• Read	Luke	14:28-30,	Proverbs	20:4.	

o Often	times	people	start	a	task	but	never	finish.	What	reasons	do	these	verses	give	that	many	tasks	are	left	
unfinished?	

o What	did	Nehemiah	say	or	do	that	led	to	his	completion	of	the	task?	What	was	the	key	to	the	Israelites	
finishing	the	rebuilding	of	the	walls?	

	
Respond	

• What	advice	would	you	give	to	someone	who	is	about	to	make	a	commitment	to	do	something	that	they	have	tried	
before	and	been	unsuccessful	because	they	quit	halfway	through?	

• What	lessons	does	Nehemiah	4	teach	us	about	how	to	survive	the	challenges	faced	in	marriage	and	how	to	have	a	
marriage	that	survives	and	thrives	despite	those	challenges?	

	
Bonus	for	Thinkers	

• In	Nehemiah	4:4-5,	Nehemiah	prays	for	God’s	judgment	to	come	down	on	his	enemies.	This	is	called	an	imprecatory	
prayer.	Other	examples	are	found	in	Psalm	55:15,	Psalm	58:6,	and	Psalm	109:9	(and	other	places).	Should	we	pray	
like	this	about	our	enemies?	Why	are	these	prayers	in	the	Bible?	

	
	
Notes	

—	If	you	are	going	to	do	something	significant,	there	will	ALWAYS	be	obstacles.	
—	The	only	way	to	avoid	obstacles	is	to	not	do	something.	
—	Lord,	forgive	us	when	we	are	surprised	when	there	are	obstacles	and	adversaries.	

—	1	Peter	4:12	|	Dear friends, don’t be surprised when the fiery ordeal comes among you to test you as if 
something unusual were happening to you. (CSB)  
—	1	Peter	4:13	|	Instead, rejoice as you share in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may also rejoice with great 
joy when his glory is revealed. (CSB)  
—	1	Peter	4:14	|	If you are ridiculed for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of 
God rests on you. (CSB)  
—	1	Peter	4:15	|	Let none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or a meddler. (CSB)  
—	1	Peter	4:16	|	But if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed but let him glorify God in having that 
name. (CSB)  

	
References	

—	Psalm	5:10	|	Punish them, God; let them fall by their own schemes. Drive them out because of their many crimes, for 
they rebel against you. (CSB)  
—	Psalm	104:35	|	May sinners vanish from the earth and wicked people be no more. My soul, bless the LORD! Hallelujah! 
(CSB)  

	
General	Notes	

• But,	you	know,	the	most	dangerous	time	is	when	it’s	half-done.	Right	when	you’re	in	the	middle,	that’s	when	you	get	
so	discouraged.	Halfway	is	always	the	most	discouraging	time.i	

o Did	you	every	try	and	climb	a	mountain—be	out	with	the	kids	and	out	there	on	vacation	somewhere—and	
they	say,	“Daddy,	there’s	a	little	mountain:	let’s	climb	it”?	It	doesn’t	look	very	far	at	the	top;	but	you	get	about	
halfway,	and	you	turn	around	and	look	back,	and	then	you	look	up,	and	you	say,	“Kids,	I	think	God’s	calling	us	
back.”	You	know,	it’s	halfway	that’s	a	very	dangerous	time.	You	just	kind	of	get	tired	halfway.	Did	you	ever	
buy	a	new	car	and	you	were	so	thrilled	with	a	new	car?	When	does	the	new	wear	off?	When	it’s	about	half	
paid	for.	And	the	new	wears	off.	You	get	right	in	the	middle.ii	

o In	your	marriage,	you	know,	when	you	first	married,	that’s	fine.	And	when	the	older	folks,	you	know,	they	get	
old,	they’ve	learned	to	get	along.	But,	oh,	those	times	in	middle	age,	you	know,	that	time—the	difference	



between	“I	do”	and	“you’d	better”—I	mean,	right	there	in	the	middle,	when	the	job	is	just	half-done,	that’s	
when	discouragement	comes.iii	

o Middle	age	in	life	is	a	time	of	discouragement.	It	really	is.	Did	you	know	a	lot	of	men	and	women	get	in	
difficulty	when	they’re	at	that	strange	period	of	time	known	as	middle	age?	And	I’ve	always	kind	of	laughed	at	
that.	You	ask	a	man	fifty-two	years	old,	“How	old	are	you?”	and	he’d	say,	“Well,	I’m	middle-aged.”	How	many	
104-year-old	people	do	you	know?	But	anyway,	we	call	it	middle	age,	you	know.	And	that’s	the	time—that’s	
the	time,	folks—when	we	get	in	trouble.	That’s	the	time	when	King	David	got	in	trouble:	at	that	time	called	
middle	age—when	the	wall	is	half-built.iv	

	
Scripture	Notes	
	
Nehemiah	4:1	

• The	name	“Sanballat”	derives	from	the	Akkadian	Sin-uballiṭ,	which	means	“Sin	(the	moon	god)	has	given	life.”	His	
epithet	“the	Horonite”	identifies	him	as	coming	from	(1)	Hauran	east	of	the	Sea	of	Galilee,	(2)	Horonaim	in	Moab	(Jer	
48:34),	or	(3)	most	probably	from	either	upper	or	lower	Beth-Horon,	two	key	cities	twelve	miles	northwest	of	
Jerusalem,	which	guarded	the	main	road	to	Jerusalem	(Josh	10:10;	16:3,	5;	1	Macc	3:15–16;	7:39).v	

• Sanballat	was	the	chief	political	opponent	of	Nehemiah	(v.19;	4:1,	7;	6:1–2,	5,	12,	14;	13:28).	Although	not	called	
governor,	he	had	that	position	over	Samaria	(cf.	4:2).	An	important	Elephantine	papyrus	(Cowley	30;	ANET,	p.	492),	a	
letter	to	Bagoas,	the	governor	of	Judah,	refers	to	“Delaiah	and	Shelemiah,	the	sons	of	Sanballat	the	governor	[peḥāh]	of	
Samariah.”	The	letter	is	dated	to	407	b.c.	It	is	interesting	that	Sanballat’s	sons	both	bear	Yahwistic	names.vi	

• Anger	will	often	be	the	world’s	response	to	God’s	work	because	it	challenges	worldviews	and	values.	vii	
	
Nehemiah	4:4-5	

• The	first	thing	Nehemiah	did	was	to	turn	to	God	in	prayer.	God’s	people	should	always	regard	prayer	not	as	a	last	
resort	but	as	our	primary	weapon	against	opposition.viii	

• Christians	are	under	the	new	covenant	and	are	admonished	to	love	our	enemies	and	to	make	it	our	primary	concern	
to	lead	a	wicked	world	to	faith	and	forgiveness	through	the	message	of	the	cross.	Nevertheless,	God’s	people	can	ask	
him	to	judge	injustice	and	to	thwart	the	plans	of	those	who	would	hinder	God’s	work.ix	

• There	is	nothing	wrong	with	praying	for	God	to	uphold	justice	against	those	who	oppose	His	people.	Nor	is	this	in	
conflict	with	Jesus’	instruction,	“Love	your	enemies	and	pray	for	those	who	persecute	you”	(Matt	5:44).	It	is	not	loving	
to	want	someone	to	continue	in	their	evil	and	avoid	God’s	justice.	It	is	loving	to	desire	that	God	would	deliver	someone	
from	his	or	her	evil	by	means	of	the	revelation	of	His	justice	against	them.	x	

• Nehemiah’s	imprecatory	prayer	calls	for	God’s	justice	against	Sanballat	and	Tobiah’s	wicked	opposition	to	the	good	
purposes	of	God.	God’s	justice	against	them	may	result	in	their	salvation,	but	if	they	continue	in	unrepentant	sin,	God’s	
justice	will	result	in	their	damnation.xi	
	

Nehemiah	4:7	
• “Tobiah”	means	“Yahweh	is	good”;	the	name	appears	in	the	Murashu	documents	as	Tubiama.	He	may	have	been	a	

Judaizing	Ammonite,	but	more	probably	he	was	a	Yahwist	Jew	as	indicated	by	his	name	and	that	of	his	son,	Jehohanan	
(6:18).xii	

	
Nehemiah	4:11	

• The	rumors	of	impending	surprise	attack	added	to	the	discouragement	caused	by	the	natural	hardships.	Of	course,	
that	is	what	the	enemies	intended.	External	pressure	amplifies	internal	weakness.xiii	

	
Nehemiah	4:13	

• “Ten	times	over”	is	an	idiomatic	expression	for	“again	and	again”	(Gen	31:41).xiv	
	
Nehemiah	4:14	

• The	best	way	to	dispel	fear—“Don’t	be	afraid	of	them”	(v.14;	cf.	Deut	3:22;	20:3;	31:6)—is	to	remember	the	Lord	who	
alone	is	to	be	feared.xv	

	
Nehemiah	5:1	



• Now	there’s	dissention	inside	the	ranks.	This	particular	dissention	was	over	money,	as	it	frequently	is	in	some	
churches.	But	it	could	be	over	anything.	Do	you	know	the	Bible	says	that,	“God	hates	‘he	that	soweth	discord	among	
brethren’	”	(Proverbs	6:19)?	Satan	loves,	however,	a	church	fuss.	The	devil	had	rather	start	a	church	fuss	than	sell	a	
barrel	of	whiskey	or	open	up	a	porno	palace	any	day.	One	of	the	great	proofs	of	the	deity	of	Jesus	Christ	is	how	we	
love	one	another—the	unity	of	the	Church.	Jesus	said—He	prayed	in	John	17:20	and	following—that	“we	might	be	
one,	that	the	world	might	believe	that	the	Father	had	sent	the	Son”	(John	17:20–21).xvi	
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