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Introduction	to	our	study…	
—	The	Bible	(alternate	class	titles)	…	

—	The	miracle	of	the	Bible	
—	The	importance/value	of	the	Bible	
—	The	mystery	of	the	Bible	

—	The	Bible…	
—	The	English	word	Bible	is	from	the	Greek	word,	biblia,	which	means	books	or	scrolls.	

—	Scripture	is	from	a	Latin	word,	scriptura,	which	means	writing.	
—	It	is	an	anthology.	

—	Sixty-six	books	by	forty	authors.	
—	Written	by	shepherds,	kinds,	farmers,	priests,	poets,	prophets,	philosophers,	scribes,	fishermen,	
and	a	doctor.	
—	Written	by	traitors,	embezzlers,	adulterers,	murderers,	and	auditors.	

—	The	Old	Testament	was	written	over	1,000+	year	timetable.	
—	Written	mostly	in	Hebrew.	

—	The	New	Testament	was	written	over	a	50-75	year	timetable.	
—	Written	mostly	in	Greek.	

—	Yet	the	Bible	is	a	perfect	fit.	
—	Every	part	compliments	every	other	part.	
—	What	if	one	hundred	people	from	around	the	world	who	did	not	know	one	another	each	
carved	a	piece	of	human	anatomy,	and	the	pieces	perfectly	fit	together?	

—	That’s	the	story	of	the	Bible!	
	

—	Our	Plan…	
—	How	did	the	Bible	get	from	God	to	us?	(Geisler	outline)i	

—	Inspiration	
—	How	did	the	information	get	from	God	to	man?	

—	Canonization	
—	How	was	it	determined	what	was	and	was	not	God’s	message?	

—	Transmission	
—	How	has	the	Bible	gotten	from	the	date	of	writing	until	today?	

—	Translation	
—	How	did	the	Bible	get	into	our	language?	

—	We	are	going	to	break	those	four	steps	down	into	eight…	
A.		Authority	(Inspiration)	
B.		Inerrancy	(Inspiration)	
C.		Historicity	(Inspiration)	
D.		Clarity	(Inspiration)	
E.		Sufficiency	(Inspiration)	
F.		Canonization	
G.		Transmission	
H.		Translation	

—	We	want	to	answer	your	questions	and	deal	with	popular	culture	concerns…	
—	What	about	questions	raised	by	Dan	Brown’s	book,	The	DaVinci	Code?	
—	What	are	the	Gnostic	Gospels?	
—	What	is	the	Jesus	Seminar,	and	what	should	we	know	about	what	they	say	about	the	Bible?	
—	What	is	Higher	Criticism?	
—	Is	the	Bible	just	an	updated	copy	of	the	Gilgamesh	Epic	or	other	ancient	books?	
—	What	are	Bible	Codes	and	do	they	reveal	new	information	from	the	Lord?	
—	How	does	a	“Catholic”	Bible	differ	from	a	“Protestant”	Bible?	
—	Why	can’t	there	be	more	written	to	the	Bible?	

—	What	are	some	questions	about	the	Bible	that	you	have?	
—	What	makes	the	Bible	hard	to	believe?	

—	Scientific	difficulties?	
—	Do	you	struggle	with	any	apparent	inconsistencies?	

—	How	many	donkeys	did	Jesus	ride	into	Jerusalem	upon?	
—	How	many	men	were	possessed	by	demons	near	the	Sea	of	Galilee?	



—	1	Kings	7:23	|	He made the cast metal basin, 15 feet from brim to brim, perfectly round. It 
was 7½ feet high and 45 feet in circumference. (CSB)  

—	Pi	equals	three?	
—	Resources	I	will	use…	

—	Erickson,	Millard	J.	Christian	Theology.	2nd	ed.	Grand	Rapids,	MI:	Baker	Book	House,	1998.	
—	Frame,	John	M.	The	Doctrine	of	the	Word	of	God.	A	Theology	of	Lordship.	Phillipsburg,	NJ:	P&R	
Publishing,	2010.	
—	Garrett,	James	Leo,	Jr.	Systematic	Theology:	Biblical,	Historical,	and	Evangelical.	Vol.	1.	Eugene,	OR:	
Wipf	&	Stock,	2014.	
—	Geisler,	Norman	L.	Systematic	Theology:	Volume	One.	Bloomington:	Bethany	House,	2002.	
—	Geisler,	Norman	L.,	and	William	E.	Nix.	A	General	Introduction	to	the	Bible.	Chicago:	Moody,	1986.	
—	Grudem,	Wayne	A.	Systematic	Theology:	An	Introduction	to	Biblical	Doctrine.	Grand	Rapids,	MI:	
Zondervan,	2004.	
—	Henry,	Carl	F.	H.	God,	Revelation,	and	Authority.	Wheaton,	IL:	Crossway	Books,	1999.	

	
What	is	the	“Word	of	God?”	

A.		“The	Word	of	God”	is	a	person:	Jesus	Christ.	
—	Passages	

—	Revelation	19:13	|	He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his name is called the Word of God. (CSB)  
—	John	1:1	|	In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. (CSB)  
—	1	John	1:1	|	What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what 
we have observed and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— (CSB)  

—	These	verses	are	the	only	instances	where	the	Bible	refers	to	God	the	Son	as	“the	Word”	or	“the	Word	of	
God,”	so	this	usage	is	not	common.ii	
—	But	it	does	indicate	that	among	the	members	of	the	Trinity	it	is	especially	God	the	Son	who	in	his	person	as	
well	as	in	his	words	has	the	role	of	communicating	the	character	of	God	to	us	and	of	expressing	the	will	of	God	
for	us.iii	

—	Hebrews	1:1–3	|	Long ago God spoke to the fathers by the prophets at different times and in different 
ways. In these last days, he has spoken to us by his Son. God has appointed him heir of all things and made 
the universe through him. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact expression of his nature, 
sustaining all things by his powerful word. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 
of the Majesty on high. (CSB)  

B.		“The	Word	of	God”	is	speech	by	God.	
—	This	speech	occurs	in	four	forms.	

1.		God’s	Decrees	
—	Sometimes	God’s	words	take	the	form	of	powerful	decrees	that	cause	events	to	happen	or	
even	cause	things	to	come	into	being.iv	
—	A	decree	of	God	is	a	word	of	God	that	causes	something	to	happen.v	
—	Passages	

—	Genesis	1:3	|	Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. (CSB)  
—	Psalm	33:6	|	The heavens were made by the word of the LORD, and all the stars, by 
the breath of his mouth. (CSB)  
—	Hebrews	1:3	|	The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact expression of his 
nature, sustaining all things by his powerful word. After making purification for sins, he 
sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high. (CSB)  

2.		God’s	Words	of	Personal	Address	
—	God	sometimes	communicates	with	people	on	earth	by	speaking	directly	to	them.vi	
—	Passages	

—	Genesis	3:16	|	He said to the woman: I will intensify your labor pains; you will bear 
children with painful effort. Your desire will be for your husband, yet he will rule over 
you. (CSB)  
—	Exodus	20:1–3	|	Then God spoke all these words: I am the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the place of slavery. Do not have other gods 
besides me. (CSB)  

3.		God’s	Words	as	Speech	Through	Human	Lips	
—	Frequently	in	Scripture	God	raises	up	prophets	through	whom	he	speaks.vii	
—	Although	these	are	human	words,	spoken	in	ordinary	human	language	by	ordinary	
human	beings,	the	authority	and	truthfulness	of	these	words	is	in	no	way	diminished:	they	
are	still	completely	God’s	words	as	well.viii	
—	God’s	words	spoken	through	human	lips	were	considered	to	be	just	as	authoritative	and	
just	as	true	as	God’s	words	of	personal	address.	There	was	no	diminishing	of	the	authority	of	



these	words	when	they	were	spoken	through	human	lips.	To	disbelieve	or	disobey	any	of	
them	was	to	disbelieve	or	disobey	God	himself.ix	
—	Passages	

—	Jeremiah	1:9	|	Then the LORD reached out his hand, touched my mouth, and told me: 
I have now filled your mouth with my words. (CSB)  
—	Deuteronomy	18:18–20	|	I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among 
their brothers. I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I 
command him. I will hold accountable whoever does not listen to my words that he 
speaks in my name. But the prophet who presumes to speak a message in my name that I 
have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods—that 
prophet must die.’ (CSB)  

4.		God’s	Words	in	Written	Form	(the	Bible)	
—	In	addition	to	God’s	words	of	decree,	God’s	words	of	personal	address,	and	God’s	words	
spoken	through	the	lips	of	human	beings,	we	also	find	in	Scripture	several	instances	where	
God’s	words	were	put	in	written	form.x	

—	By	God…	
—	Exodus	31:18	|	When he finished speaking with Moses on Mount Sinai, he 
gave him the two tablets of the testimony, stone tablets inscribed by the finger of 
God. (CSB)  

—	By	others	for	God…	
—	Deuteronomy	31:9	|	Moses wrote down this law and gave it to the priests, 
the sons of Levi, who carried the ark of the LORD’s covenant, and to all the 
elders of Israel. (CSB)  
—	Joshua	24:26	|	Joshua recorded these things in the book of the law of God; 
he also took a large stone and set it up there under the oak at the sanctuary of 
the LORD. (CSB)  
—	God	commanded	Isaiah…	

—	Isaiah	30:8	|	Go now, write it on a tablet in their presence and 
inscribe it on a scroll; it will be for the future, forever and ever. (CSB)  

—	God	commanded	Jeremiah…	
—	Jeremiah	30:2	|	This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 
Write on a scroll all the words that I have spoken to you, (CSB)  

—	These	words	are	still	considered	to	be	God’s	own	words,	even	though	they	are	written	
down	mostly	by	human	beings	and	always	in	human	language.		
—	They	are	absolutely	authoritative	and	absolutely	true:	to	disobey	them	or	disbelieve	them	
is	a	serious	sin	and	brings	judgment	from	God.xi	

—	1	Corinthians	14:37	|	If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, he should 
recognize that what I write to you is the Lord’s command. (CSB)  

	
What	does	it	mean	that	Scripture	is	inspired?	

—	Inspiration	
—	Theological	term	for	the	influence	God	exerted	on	the	writers	of	Scripture,	enabling	them	to	transmit	his	
revelation	of	himself	in	writing.xii	
—	To	say	that	a	prophecy	or	a	book	is	“inspired”	means	that	it	is	God’s	very	speech,	that	the	words	in	
question	are	the	word	of	God.xiii	

—	Biblical	support	
—	2	Timothy	3:16	|	All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for rebuking, for correcting, 
for training in righteousness, (CSB)  

—	Inspiration	is	important	as	a	theological	principle.	
—	Millard	Erickson	writes,	“One	of	the	topics	that	is	hotly	debated	today	is	the	degree	to	which	Scripture	is	
inspired	by	God.	Inspiration	is	necessary	because	it	confirms	the	nature	of	God’s	special	revelation	through	
Scripture.	An	important	part	of	biblical	theology	is	the	formulation	of	a	theory	of	the	extent	to	which	the	Bible	
is	inspired.	A	variety	of	theories	have	been	propounded.	These	are	scrutinized	and	evaluated.	Over	centuries	
the	biblical	writers	support	a	high	view	of	inspiration.	While	in	the	proper	sense,	inspiration	is	of	the	writers,	
in	the	derivative	sense	we	may	also	say	that	the	writings	themselves	are	inspired.”xiv	

—	However,	inspiration	is	often	misunderstood	among	non-theologians.	
—	The	word	“inspired”	is	used	primarily	to	mean	“inspiring”	in	today’s	language,	and	that	is	a	very	different	
concept.	
—	The	word	translated	“inspired”	in	2	Timothy	3:16	would	be	more	accurately	translated	“expired,”	but	
either	word	is	confusing.	

—	θεόπνευστος	



—	Breathed	out	–	expired	
—	Notice	how	the	ESV	translates	the	word…	

—	2	Timothy	3:16	|	All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, (ESV)  

—	Technically,	the	theological	definition	is	that	the	writers	are	“inspired”	not	the	words	(at	least	directly).	
—	By	inspiration	of	Scripture	we	mean	that	supernatural	influence	of	the	Holy	Spirit	on	the	Scripture	
writers	which	rendered	their	writings	an	accurate	record	of	the	revelation	or	which	resulted	in	what	
they	wrote	actually	being	the	Word	of	God.xv	

—	So,	we	are	going	to	study	the	inspiration	of	Scripture	by	looking	at	Scripture’s…	
—	Authority	
—	Inerrancy	
—	Historicity	
—	Clarity	
—	Sufficiency	

—	But	you	should	know	a	theological	phrase	that	gets	attention…	
—	Plenary	verbal	inspiration	of	Scripture	

—	Plenary	
—	Plenary	inspiration	simply	means	that	everything	in	Scripture	is	God’s	Word.	To	say	this	is	
merely	to	say	that	the	entire	canon	is	God’s	Word.xvi	
—	If	the	Bible	is	plenarily	inspired,	we	may	not	pick	and	choose	within	the	Scriptures,	
regarding	one	part	as	God’s	Word	and	another	part	as	merely	human.xvii	

—	Verbal	
—	Verbal	inspiration	means	that	the	words	of	Scripture,	not	only	the	ideas	of	the	biblical	
writers,	are	God’s	Word.xviii	

—	I	firmly	believe	in	the	plenary	verbal	inspiration	of	Scripture.	
	
The	Authority	of	Scripture	

—	The	authority	of	Scripture	means	that	all	the	words	in	Scripture	are	God’s	words	in	such	a	way	that	to	disbelieve	or	
disobey	any	word	of	Scripture	is	to	disbelieve	or	disobey	God.xix	
—	Authoritative	words	are	words	that	impose	obligations	on	the	lives	of	their	readers	and	hearers.	To	say	that	the	
Bible	is	authoritative	is	to	say	that	it	governs	all	areas	of	human	life.xx	
—	The	authority	of	Scripture	involves	four	issues…	

A.		All	the	words	in	Scripture	are	God’s	Words.	
—	This	is	what	the	Bible	claims	for	itself.xxi	

—	There	are	frequent	claims	in	the	Bible	that	all	the	words	of	Scripture	are	God’s	words	(as	
well	as	words	that	were	written	down	by	men).xxii	
—	In	the	Old	Testament,	this	is	frequently	seen	in	the	introductory	phrase,	“Thus	says	the	
Lord,”	which	appears	hundreds	of	times.xxiii	
—	Paul	claims	(2	Timothy	3:16)	that	the	Old	Testament	is	the	word	of	God.	

—	2	Timothy	3:16	|	All Scripture is inspired by God and is profitable for teaching, for 
rebuking, for correcting, for training in righteousness, (CSB)  
—	Since	it	is	writings	that	are	said	to	be	“breathed	out,”	this	breathing	must	be	
understood	as	a	metaphor	for	speaking	the	words	of	Scripture.	This	verse	thus	
states	in	brief	form	what	was	evident	in	many	passages	in	the	Old	Testament:	the	
Old	Testament	writings	are	regarded	as	God’s	Word	in	written	form.xxiv	

—	Peter	makes	a	similar	claim	(2	Peter	1:20-21).	
—	2	Peter	1:20	|	Above all, you know this: No prophecy of Scripture comes from the 
prophet’s own interpretation, (CSB)  
—	2	Peter	1:21	|	because no prophecy ever came by the will of man; instead, men spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (CSB)  

—	And	Peter	says	the	New	Testament	is	the	word	of	God.	
—	2	Peter	3:16	|	He speaks about these things in all his letters. There are some matters 
that are hard to understand. The untaught and unstable will twist them to their own 
destruction, as they also do with the rest of the Scriptures. (CSB)  

—	The	word	for	Scriptures	(γραφή)	was	a	technical	term	that	referred	to	
words	from	God.	

—	Other	references	to	the	New	Testament	being	the	word	of	God…	
—	1	Corinthians	14:37	|	If anyone thinks he is a prophet or spiritual, he should 
recognize that what I write to you is the Lord’s command. (CSB)  

—	We	are	convinced	of	the	Bible’s	claims	to	be	God’s	words	as	we	read	the	Bible.xxv	



—	Our	ultimate	conviction	that	the	words	of	the	Bible	are	God’s	words	comes	only	when	the	
Holy	Spirit	speaks	in	and	through	the	words	of	the	Bible	to	our	hearts	and	gives	us	an	inner	
assurance	that	these	are	the	words	of	our	Creator	speaking	to	us.xxvi	
—	Apart	from	the	work	of	the	Spirit	of	God,	a	person	will	not	receive	spiritual	truths	and	in	
particular	will	not	receive	or	accept	the	truth	that	the	words	of	Scripture	are	in	fact	the	
words	of	God.xxvii	
—	But	for	those	in	whom	God’s	Spirit	is	working	there	is	a	recognition	that	the	words	of	the	
Bible	are	the	words	of	God.	This	process	is	closely	analogous	to	that	by	which	those	who	
believed	in	Jesus	knew	that	his	words	were	true.	He	said,	“My	sheep	hear	my	voice,	and	I	
know	them,	and	they	follow	me”	(John	10:27).	Those	who	are	Christ’s	sheep	hear	the	words	
of	their	great	Shepherd	as	they	read	the	words	of	Scripture,	and	they	are	convinced	that	
these	words	are	in	fact	the	words	of	their	Lord.xxviii	

—	John	10:27	|	My sheep hear my voice, I know them, and they follow me. (CSB)  
—	Other	Evidence	Is	Useful	but	Not	Finally	Convincing.xxix	

—	It	is	helpful	for	us	to	learn	that	the	Bible	is	historically	accurate,	that	it	is	internally	
consistent,	that	it	contains	prophecies	that	have	been	fulfilled	hundreds	of	years	later,	that	it	
has	influenced	the	course	of	human	history	more	than	any	other	book,	that	it	has	continued	
changing	the	lives	of	millions	of	individuals	throughout	its	history,	that	through	it	people	
come	to	find	salvation,	that	it	has	a	majestic	beauty	and	a	profound	depth	of	teaching	
unmatched	by	any	other	book,	and	that	it	claims	hundreds	of	times	over	to	be	God’s	very	
words.xxx	
—	All	of	these	arguments	and	others	are	useful	to	us	and	remove	obstacles	that	might	
otherwise	come	in	the	way	of	our	believing	Scripture.	But	all	of	these	arguments	taken	
individually	or	together	cannot	finally	be	convincing.xxxi	

—	The	Words	of	Scripture	Are	Self-Attesting.xxxii	
—	For	if	an	appeal	to	some	higher	authority	(say,	historical	accuracy	or	logical	consistency)	
were	used	to	prove	that	the	Bible	is	God’s	Word,	then	the	Bible	itself	would	not	be	our	
highest	or	absolute	authority:	it	would	be	subordinate	in	authority	to	the	thing	to	which	we	
appealed	to	prove	it	to	be	God’s	Word.xxxiii	

—	This	Does	Not	Imply	Dictation	From	God	as	the	Sole	Means	of	Communication.xxxiv	
—	The	fact	that	all	the	words	of	Scripture	are	God’s	words	should	not	lead	us	to	think	that	
God	dictated	every	word	of	Scripture	to	the	human	authors.xxxv	
—	When	we	say	that	all	the	words	of	the	Bible	are	God’s	words,	we	are	talking	about	the	
result	of	the	process	of	bringing	Scripture	into	existence.xxxvi	
—	To	raise	the	question	of	dictation	is	to	ask	about	the	process	that	led	to	that	result	or	the	
manner	by	which	God	acted	in	order	to	ensure	the	result	that	he	intended.xxxvii	
—	It	must	be	emphasized	that	the	Bible	does	not	speak	of	only	one	type	of	process	or	one	
manner	by	which	God	communicated	to	the	biblical	authors	what	he	wanted	to	be	said.	In	
fact,	there	is	indication	of	a	wide	variety	of	processes	God	used	to	bring	about	the	desired	
result.xxxviii	
—	In	cases	where	the	ordinary	human	personality	and	writing	style	of	the	author	were	
prominently	involved,	as	seems	the	case	with	the	major	part	of	Scripture,	all	that	we	are	able	
to	say	is	that	God’s	providential	oversight	and	direction	of	the	life	of	each	author	was	such	
that	their	personalities,	their	backgrounds	and	training,	their	abilities	to	evaluate	events	in	
the	world	around	them,	their	access	to	historical	data,	their	judgment	with	regard	to	the	
accuracy	of	information,	and	their	individual	circumstances	when	they	wrote,	were	all	
exactly	what	God	wanted	them	to	be,	so	that	when	they	actually	came	to	the	point	of	putting	
pen	to	paper,	the	words	were	fully	their	own	words	but	also	fully	the	words	that	God	wanted	
them	to	write,	words	that	God	would	also	claim	as	his	own.xxxix	

B.		Therefore,	to	disbelieve	or	disobey	any	word	of	Scripture	is	to	disbelieve	or	disobey	God.	
—	Since	all	the	words	in	Scripture	are	God’s	words.	Consequently,	to	disbelieve	or	disobey	any	word	
of	Scripture	is	to	disbelieve	or	disobey	God	himself.xl	

C.		The	Truthfulness	of	Scripture	
1.		God	Cannot	Lie	or	Speak	Falsely.xli	

—	Passages	
—	Titus	1:2	|	in the hope of eternal life that God, who cannot lie, promised before time 
began. (CSB)  
—	Hebrews	6:18	|	so that through two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible 
for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to seize the 
hope set before us. (CSB)  



—	2	Samuel	7:28	|	Lord GOD, you are God; your words are true, and you have 
promised this good thing to your servant. (CSB)  

2.		Therefore	All	the	Words	in	Scripture	Are	Completely	True	and	Without	Error	in	Any	Part.xlii	
—	Since	the	words	of	the	Bible	are	God’s	words,	and	since	God	cannot	lie	or	speak	falsely,	it	
is	correct	to	conclude	that	there	is	no	untruthfulness	or	error	in	any	part	of	the	words	of	
Scripture.	xliii	
—	Proverbs	30:5	|	Every word of God is pure; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. 
(CSB)  

3.		God’s	Words	Are	the	Ultimate	Standard	of	Truth.xliv	
—	John	17:17	|	Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. (CSB)  

—	This	verse	is	interesting	because	Jesus	does	not	use	the	adjectives	ἀληθινός	or	
ἀληθής,	which	we	might	have	expected,	to	say,	“Your	word	is	true.”	Rather,	he	uses	a	
noun,	ἀλήθεια,	to	say	that	God’s	Word	is	not	simply	“true,”	but	it	is	truth	itself.xlv	
—	The	difference	is	significant,	for	this	statement	encourages	us	to	think	of	the	Bible	
not	simply	as	being	“true”	in	the	sense	that	it	conforms	to	some	higher	standard	of	
truth,	but	rather	to	think	of	the	Bible	as	being	itself	the	final	standard	of	truth.xlvi	

—	Thus	we	are	to	think	of	the	Bible	as	the	ultimate	standard	of	truth,	the	reference	point	by	
which	every	other	claim	to	truthfulness	is	to	be	measured.xlvii	
—	Those	assertions	that	conform	with	Scripture	are	“true”	while	those	that	do	not	conform	
with	Scripture	are	not	true.xlviii	

4.		Might	Some	New	Fact	Ever	Contradict	the	Bible?xlix	
—	If	any	supposed	“fact”	is	ever	discovered	that	is	said	to	contradict	Scripture,	then	(if	we	
have	understood	Scripture	rightly)	that	“fact”	must	be	false,	because	God,	the	author	of	
Scripture,	knows	all	true	facts	(past,	present,	and	future).l	
—	No	fact	will	ever	turn	up	that	God	did	not	know	about	ages	ago	and	take	into	account	
when	he	caused	Scripture	to	be	written.	Every	true	fact	is	something	that	God	has	known	
already	from	all	eternity	and	is	something	that	therefore	cannot	contradict	God’s	speech	in	
Scripture.li	
—	Nevertheless,	it	must	be	remembered	that	scientific	or	historical	study	(as	well	as	other	
kinds	of	study	of	creation)	can	cause	us	to	reexamine	Scripture	to	see	if	it	really	teaches	what	
we	thought	it	taught.lii	

D.		Written	Scripture	is	our	final	authority.	
—	The	final	form	in	which	Scripture	remains	authoritative	is	its	written	form.liii	
—	This	is	important	because	people	sometimes	(intentionally	or	unintentionally)	attempt	to	
substitute	some	other	final	standard	than	the	written	words	of	Scripture.liv	

—	For	example,	people	will	sometimes	refer	to	“what	Jesus	really	said”	and	claim	that	when	
we	translate	the	Greek	words	of	the	Gospels	back	into	the	Aramaic	language	Jesus	spoke,	we	
can	gain	a	better	understanding	of	Jesus’	words	than	was	given	by	the	writers	of	the	Gospels.	
In	fact,	it	is	sometimes	said	that	this	work	of	reconstructing	Jesus’	words	in	Aramaic	enables	
us	to	correct	the	erroneous	translations	made	by	the	gospel	authors.lv	

—	Nevertheless,	our	hypothetical	reconstructions	of	these	words	or	situations	can	never	replace	or	
compete	with	Scripture	itself	as	the	final	authority,	nor	should	we	ever	allow	them	to	contradict	or	
call	into	question	the	accuracy	of	any	of	the	words	of	Scripture.lvi	

	
What	other	religious	or	sacred	texts	have	you	read?	What	are	the	fundamental	differences	between	them	and	the	
Bible?	

—	Texts	
—	Book	of	Mormon	
—	The	Hindu	Vedas	
—	Quran	
—	Church	of	Scientology’s	Dianetics	
—	The	Gnostic	Gospels	

	
	
Notes	
	
Organizing	the	study…	

• There	are	four	links	in	the	chain	“from	God	to	us”:	inspiration,	canonization,	transmission,	and	translation.lvii	
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